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1903 – 2003 A hundred Years of Towers Triumphs 
 
The entire academic year 2002  to 2003 was full of events to celebrate the Centenary Year of 
The Towers but the main events were the Corpus Christi Mass and October 10th 2003. The 
Corpus Christi Mass was also an opportunity to say farewell to the Upper Five leavers and 
this event is covered inside whilst the activities which happened on October 10th are reported 
here. Exactly one hundred years to the day that our first five pupils arrived from France, and 
the morning dawned fine and clear.  We had confided the day, even the weather, to the Sis-
ters who had gone before us at The Towers, and especially to Sister M. Claire who died so 
unexpectedly, just a short while ago. At 8.45am Sister M. Patrick led a beautiful assembly in 
the chapel where the pupils pledged to be ‘faithful’ 
 
Splash! 
At ten  o’clock, Sally Gunnell, of Olympic fame, officially opened our new swimming pool.  
It was resplendent in coloured bunting, and sparkled with ‘newness’. A number of Junior 
and Senior pupils dived in and swam a couple of lengths to prove that they had remembered 
their skills. 

The New Pool 
 
Sally then handed over to Pauline Price, and Gillian Grice, representing the ‘Old Girls’ who 
presented the sisters with a painting of The Towers by James Carroll, and a cheque for over 
£600.00 bringing their contribution to the swimming pool to over £1,000.00!  
 
Tree Planting 
 
Sally moved across to the top end of the field where she planted a Centenary red oak, do-
nated by the P.T.A.  She was presented with flowers by Catherine Batchelor before she went 
to the Lecture Theatre where she presented Centenary pens to all the Senior pupils.  She 
then, bravely, made her way through the crowds of autograph hunters to the Junior School 
where they too received their Centenary pens. 
 



 
 
Centenary Walk 
 
The morning continued with a debate, an early lunch, and then all prepared for the Centenary 
Walk.  With hindsight, there must have been a touch of madness behind the inspiration for 
the walk – but it worked! 
The entire school, both Juniors, Seniors, Staff and many, many parents made their way to 
Bramber Garden Nursery, the site of Bramber Station which closed in 1966. This was the 
Station where the first five pupils and Sisters arrived in 1903. When all were assembled at 
2.00pm with Centenary balloons, and free pens from The Tollgate, Peter Field announced 
that the train from Newhaven would be arriving.  A fanfare was sounded and everyone 
cheered.  Peter then said a short word about Bramber Station, and presented Sister M. Pat-
rick with a bell in memory of the Centenary.  There was another cheer, and another fanfare.  
We then set off for our walk back to the school.  Children walked three abreast with Mar-
shals beside them.  Sadly, the Scottish piper who was to accompany us was ill, so Alan Dur-
den, our valiant trumpeter, played all the way.  The children sang their hearts out beginning 
with ‘O when the Saints go marching in’.  A school minibus with hazard lights flashing, pre-
ceded us, and another took up the rear.  Three girls dressed as nuns, and five little ‘French’ 
girls, headed the procession.  We were, at least, 300 walking, and the street was resplendent 
with the red and blue balloons which we carried.  Some of the ‘Old Girls’ joined us.  We 
sang ‘Lord of the Dance’, ‘When I needed a neighbour’, ‘We’ll walk the land’, the ‘School 
Song’ and there was even sabotage from Years 1 and 2 who with Mrs.Ralston were singing 
their own Centenary Song! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Balloons fly high 
 
As we reached The Towers, shouts of glee welcomed an ice-cream van, and the glee was 
even greater when it was realised that the ice-cream was free!  But first everyone assembled 



on the Sacred Heart 
lawn, and at the count 
of three, the balloons 
were sent up to the 
heavens;  it was a 
beautiful sight, red 
and blue, our school 
colours, drifting to-
wards the hemisphere. 
 
 
Preparations were then 
made for the Centen-
ary Music Concert.  It 
was a wonderful 
event, and the hall was 
packed with parents; a 
fitting end to a day 
none of us will ever 
forget.   

 
Girls who are not afraid to speak! 
 
Last Year the Public Speaking team entered a competition held by the Knights of St 
Columba at St Philip Howard School in Barnham. The team , Adna Dahir, Charlotte Bayliss 
and Daisy Tompsett, all Year 11 students won 
the trophy having competed against pupils from 
years 11 & 12. Adna Dahir, the speaker also 
won the prize for ‘Best personality’ with her 
speech entitled ‘Make up. Are you worth it?’ 
If this were not enough, the following weekend 
the Choral Speaking choir won their section at 
the Brighton Festival gaining a stunning 92 
marks with their poem “Slinky Malinky Cat-
flaps”. This puts the choir as one of the top in 
the country. 
This success has continued this year with a 
slightly adjusted group scoring 90 marks in the 
Autumn Worthing Festival with parts 1 and 2 of ‘The Highwayman’ and the debating teams 
taking Best Chairperson, Best Speaker and Best Vote of Thanks in the November Rotary 
Club ‘Youth Speaks’ Debate. 
 
 
Who says Girls can’t do Maths? 
 
The Towers mathematical ‘brains’ entered the United Kingdom Intermediate Mathematical 
Challenge.  This requires pupils to use ‘basic mathematical techniques to solve non standard 
problems’. Last year 2,600 schools took part. The following pupils gained Silver awards – 
putting them in the top 19% of year 9-11 pupils in the country. Zoe Yau, who gained the 
highest marks in the school, Daisy Tompsett, Catherine Bathelor, Beth Haggerty, Catherine 



Cleaver, Fancy Ho, Crystal Lam, Katie Laws, Felicity Russell and Christy Wong. Five pu-
pils also gained Bronze awards; Charlotte Bayliss, Irene Ng, Helen English, Emma Katono 
and Nana Totoe. 
In the Junior Challenge Lydia Growns and Lauren Fowler gained Silver Awards with Lydia 
Growns gaining best in school. A further ten girls gained bronze awards: Erin Trussler, 
Sarah Yardley, Tara Backry, Natalie May, Louisa Collins, Laura Mintram, Epiphany Leone, 
Catherine Sayers, Lara Petfield and Sophie Picton. Four girls also participated in ‘The World 
Class Arena’ which is an international initiative designed to identify and assess gifted and 
talented students around the world. All four of our entrants gained merits: Fancy Ho, Crystal 
Lam, Katie Laws and Christy Wong 
 
 
Corpus Christi 
 
Corpus Christi, 19th June, 2003  -  what a momentous and unforgettable day this was to 
prove  -  the day when The Towers celebrated its Centenary, a hundred years as a school.  
The previous day, several of Blessed Sacrament Sisters had arrived from abroad to celebrate 
with us including Mother General, Sr. Lawrence Marie. Altogether there were twenty Sis-
ters.  
The school day began with the presentation of awards for the various competitions in Music, 
Art, and Literature which had taken place throughout the term.  
At break time the teaching staff, presented the Community with a stand for the processional 
cross;  Upper V boarders gave Sr.M.Andrew a new guitar;  and Upper V day-girls presented 
a specially made Towers weather-vane  -  wonderful presents, all very much appreciated. 
Then came the highlight of the day, the celebration of Mass.  There were 300 seated in the 
Hall.  Juniors sat on the stage and there were nearly 100 guests.  Centenary balloons fes-
tooned the Hall and beautiful flowers together with the congregation flag brightened the 
room.  A silhouette of The Towers in 1903 against a glorious sunset set the scene.  Bishop 
Kieran, of Arundel and Brighton was the main celebrant;  concelebrants were Fr.Brian 
O’Sullivan, Fr.Gerry Coates, Fr.John Inglis, and Fr.John Stapleton, Fr.Andrew and 
Fr.Thomas from Storrington;  other invited clergyman were Fr.Paul Rampton from 
St.Andrew’s, Steyning, Fr.Tim L’Estrange from St.Peter’s, Upper Beeding, and Tom Dun-
canson, the Baptist minister.  It was wonderful to have our friends from the other churches 
with us. 
As we were also celebrating the Leavers’ Mass, Upper V had chosen most of the hymns.  
We gathered with a rousing ‘Sing it in the Valley’, and then the clergy entered with ‘Thanks 
be to God’.  We asked pardon of God and of each other;  the Choral Speakers recited the 
reading from Deuteronomy and a group from the Choir responded beautifully with Ps. 116 
“Our blessing cup is a communion with the blood of Christ…”  The Bishop spoke to us of 
the miracle of Bolsena where, indeed, we have some Sisters and told of the Eucharist, the 
centre of our lives.  The offertory was preceded by a candle ceremony for our Upper V leav-
ers, Mrs.Flynn, Mrs.Bayliss, a parent, and Sister M.Andrew offered the light of wisdom, 
love, and faith, to these girls who were about to step out onto new paths of life, exhorting 
them to be faithful to God and to all that The Towers has tried to teach them.  There were 
many tears during this very emotional moment.  This was followed by another poignant mo-
ment as the Sisters renewed their vows. 
At the offertory Sisters, led by Sr.Lawrence Marie, brought to the altar flags of all the na-
tions where we are established, or from where we have Sisters:  France, Italy, England, Bra-
zil, Ireland, Spain, the Czech Republic, Tanzania, the Congo and Angola.  This was followed 
by a wooden model of The Towers as it was in 1903, made by the D.T. department and 



brought up by Catherine Batchelor, Head Girl, and Charlotte Palmer, Deputy Head Girl.  All 
this was presented to the words of ‘Take our hands offering the whole of our lives to you’.  
The singing of the Eucharistic Acclamations from the Creation Mass brought us to the con-
secration as Christ, Corpus Christi, was made present to us, and ‘Eagles Wings’ was sung 
during Communion.  At the Post Communion Lower V danced beautifully to The Towers 
School Song:  ‘Jesus our Saviour and our God, we come before you to adore….’ 
As Mass drew to a close the Sisters, once again, took the flags of the nations, and were pre-
ceded by Upper V, carrying their lighted candles as we left the gym followed by the clergy.  
Everyone then made their way to the dining-room where a glorious feast awaited us.  . 
In the meantime, the children were on the lawn tucking in to Kentucky Fried Chicken  to-
gether with pepsi-cola, and strawberries and cream.  This was followed by a Barn Dance. In 
the evening, the boarders relaxed with videos; and so ended a wonderful day which we shall 
remember for years to come. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADVICE FROM UV 2002-2003 
 
To UV 
 
Hand in course work on time. Revise early. Have fun. Don’t let petty arguments break 
friendships. Be pleasant to Staff – they will reciprocate. As leaders, listen to the younger stu-
dents and give helpful advice 
 
To whole school 
 
Listen to each other. Give people a chance; respect their wishes, respect the school,   respect 
friends. Be happy; work hard, play hard, enjoy your time at The Towers because it goes 
quickly.  Support the school and let it support you 
 



What has The Towers given you? 
 
Friends I will always cherish. An understanding of Christian faith. It has taught me 
‘education is the key to life’. It has taught me to treat others as I would like to be treated and 
to “dream the impossible dream”. An understanding of those from different backgrounds. A 
second home when things were bad. Confidence to stand up and be counted regardless of 

what others think. To go for my goals. A solid foundation. A chance to change my life. A 
chance to know God. The best start in life I could ever have. A place I know I can return to 
at any time. 
 
 
Prizegiving 
 
Upper Five Prizegiving began with a most delicious lunch on the Chapel Lawn, organised by 
the PTA and Trevor. The guest speaker had been invited many months before but was un-
able to attend and so Sister Patrick stepped into the breach. The event was a celebration of 
the talents of a delightful year group who looked very elegant in their carefully chosen 
oufits. Many cups and certificates were awarded and hands were sore with clapping.  The 
highlight of the afternoon had to be the Headgirl’s speech: 
 
Head Girl’s Speech at Prizegiving – Charlotte Bayliss 

 
Good afternoon ladies and gentleman, Sisters, Staff, school and, of course, in particular, the 
Upper V. 
What do you think of when I say ‘The Towers’?  A big impressive building?  A school?  A 
place to grow in?  A family?  A place to make friends?  Well, The Towers has been all of 
these for us who are leaving in the Upper V. Look at the outside and you will see how im-
pressive it is.  Read the sign and it tells you it is a school.  For the rest of my list, step inside 
to find love, kindness, friendship and warmth. 
This Upper V started 11 years ago, for Daisy, Luisa and myself when our mothers left us at 
The Towers for our first day of school.  We were all crying, wondering why our mums had 



left us and wanting to go home. On our last day here, a few weeks ago, we all cried again, 
but this time because we did not want to leave The Towers and all the friends we have made. 
Through the years many people here have helped me on my path through life.  When I first 
arrived here, a girl called Anna Bornman, a senior girl, from the then Upper V, helped me on 
the minibus and walked me to my classroom.  She was the first of so many Towers friends.   
Every person is an individual.  You only have to look at the now Upper V to realise how 
many different personalities go into any one class here.  The Towers recognises this and 
builds on it. 
It is not surprising though when you look at the Spice Girls—the Sisters.  You have Gentle 
Spice in Sister Francis, Organised Spice in Sister Patrick, Sporty Spice in Sister Breda, Baby 
Spice in Sister Catherine, well she teaches in the Junior School.  And last but not least Sister 
Mary Andrew. Now which Spice Sister would she be?  Some days it must be Scary Spice, 
especially when we are supposed to be tidying up, or when she is hunting for the mobile 
‘phone that keeps ringing. Many people have since assured me that there is a ghost in our 
classroom that owns a mobile ‘phone.  Of course it cannot belong to the Upper V as none of 
them would ever dream of breaking the rules! But on most days I think Sister Mary Andrew 
is Encouragement Spice for she is always behind us, helping us and encouraging us to 
achieve the goals and grades she knows we are capable of. 
The Towers has been a second home to all of us, but in particular the boarders Nyma, Su-
zette, Cindy and Nono.  The Sisters welcomed them into their home and fed them with kind-
ness, love and the occasional trip to Chessington.  
Well Towers, Sisters and Teachers, past and present, in your Centenary Year, know that you 
have made a difference to hundreds of lives.  You should be proud of this and know that this 
years Upper V is a fine example of what you have created time after time. On behalf of all 
the other hundred Upper V’s, we love you, we thank you, and God Bless.  Here’s to the next 
hundred!  
 
A Rabbit makes a bid for freedom 
 
A highlight of the Summer Term was the Junior Pet Show. An amazing array of pets was 
brought along for the occasion. We were fortunate that two ‘Old Girls’ Catherine Cribb 
(Chatterton) and Elizabeth Chatterton were able to come along to act as impartial judges as 
the competition was fierce. Hearts were pounding when ‘Bertie’ the rabbit belonging to 
Mairhead and Katie suddenly leapt off the table and headed for the bushes. Fortunately after 
a tense few minutes he was re-
captured! At the end of a very 
hot afternoon the iced-lollies 
provided by Sister Patrick were 
most welcome. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Dads’ Dash 
 
The Junior School Open 
Day was another hot day in 
the Centenary Summer. The 
displays of the pupils’ work 
were amazing many telling 
the story of The Towers 
with impressive illustra-
tions. The Centenary musi-
cal ‘Discover’ written by 
Angela Measor   was fol-
lowed by a most delicious Strawberry Cream Tea on the Junior Lawn before everyone 
moved to the Sisters’ Lawn for the Junior Sports Afternoon. Despite the heat everyone 
joined in and it has to be said that the fathers’ race was amongst the most competitive ever 
witnessed at The Towers! 
 
 
PTA Centenary Barn Dance 
 
One hot Saturday in June saw the Sis-
ters’ Lawn covered with cavorting 
adults and children trying to follow the 
instructions of the caller. This event 
was such a huge success that it must be 
repeated. 
 
 
 
 
 



Soiree 
 
The standard of the per-
formances in the Musical 
Soiree held in the Russell 
New Barn was very high 
indeed. A wide variety of 
musical entertainment 
from singing, string quar-
tets, piano solos to a horn 
concerto was provided by 
the music staff, friends of 
the school and Towers 
pupils. Trevor Lindup 
and the PTA supplied a 
fantastic variety of food 
and champagne in the 
interval and the evening 
culminated in massed 
performances of “The 
Rhythm of Life” and the 
“Radetsky March”.   Catherine and Myung-Hee enthral the audience 
 
Old Girls’ Reunion 
 
The reunion took place on June 29th. About 150 past pupils arrived for the Mass which began 
at noon and this was celebrated by Archbishop Couve de Murville. This was followed by a 
roast lunch and time to catch up on the news. At 3pm there was a netball match between past 
and present pupils. The final score was 9 –7 to the present and younger pupils but it was a 
hard battle! At 4pm there was tea and Centenary cakes. The last old girl drifted away at 
about 7:30pm. It was thrilling to see so many ‘old’ faces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Past Pupils – the end of a perfect day 



 
 
 
Sister M Claire Hassett 
 
Born in Cashel, County Tipperary on 19th February 1946, Sister Marie Claire was baptised Jose-
phine and was the sixth of eight children. After her first profession as a Sister of the Blessed Sac-
rament she went to Coloma College to train to be a teacher. September 1965 in Valence in 
France. After Valence to Brighton, then to the West Coast of Scotland before moving in 1974 to 
The Towers in Upper Beeding and then to Welling where she was to remain for 11 years. After 
that she spent the next three Years as School Chaplain of Portmarnock School in Ireland. When 
Sister Mary Andrew decided to retire it was hoped that Sister M Claire would return to The Tow-
ers but this was not to be, as in 2001 she was elected to the General Council of the Congregation 
which meant that she needed to be resident in France. She was totally committed to whatever 
was asked of her and did not question what the order had in mind for her. She had an amazing 
zest for life, an ability to create enthusiasm in the young, and was an innovative part-time Chap-
lain for The Towers. Earlier this year she had been planning a trip to Brazil when she became 
unwell and needed an operation to prevent the spread of an invasive form of cancer. She was 
well enough to return to The Towers in June for the Corpus Christi celebrations and was respon-
sible for teaching the Year 7s a liturgical dance. She intended to resume her duties in September 
and was determined to travel to Africa to oversee the setting up of a community in Tanzania. Un-
fortunately her condition worsened and on August 29th she died peacefully in Valence where she 
had begun her training 36 
years previously. She was a 
loyal friend and many of 
these friends travelled great 
distances to be present at her 
memorial requiem held in the 
Convent Chapel on October 
1st. Whilst a sad and moving 
occasion the Sisters and the 
School were determined that it 
would be a celebration of her 
life: her favourite pieces of 
music were chosen and the 
girls reproduced the song and 
dances she had taught them. 
 
     
 
     Sister Claire with Sister Frances leaving the Corpus Christi Mass 
 
Sixth Form Forum 
 
As, sadly, girls must leave The Towers at the end of Year 11 it is essential that they receive ad-
vice about potential schools for their Sixth Form education. Much of this is done ‘in-house’ but 
every two years all of the local schools both independent and state are invited to attend the Sixth 
Form Forum in order to tell the girls what they have on offer. The evening turned out to be a 
very vibrant buzzing affair with most local schools taking part and the girls went home laden 
with masses of prospectuses and ideas for their futures 



 
Bonfire and Guy Fawkes 
 
On the fifth of November three minibuses of boarders set off in search of fireworks at Shore-
ham Beach. The evening began with a DJ and hot dogs or candy floss and then we all fol-
lowed the steel band and kites as they moved towards the beach. The bonfire was huge and 
the fireworks display was most impressive. Then at the weekend we decided to have our 
own bonfire party but first we needed some Guys to burn. So Saturday afternoon saw six 
teams of boarders competing for who could produce the best Guy Fawkes from Mr Baker’s 
old clothes. The Guys 
were all amazing and 
some were even given 
accessories. On Sunday 
it rained all day but, just 
as Colin’s wonderful 
bonfire was about to be 
lit, the rain stopped and 
all the Guys went up in 
flames. The boarders and 
Sisters and Staff then all 
joined in the Conga and 
Hokie-Cokie on the field 
before a few more games 
and time for drinks, 
crisps, biscuits and bed. 
 
Ready to Burn 
 
 
Fundraising 
 
Independent schools are often criticised for not ‘living in the real world’ and for not under-
standing the needs of those less fortunate than themselves. This is not a criticism which 
would be true of The Towers. 
The monies raised for Charities from the Autumn Term alone reached over £2000. The girls 
and some staff took part in the arduous Youthgather walk. The day began with a Mass cele-
brated by Bishop Kieran Conry in Worth Abbey and this was followed by, what the organis-
ers claimed to be, a nine mile walk in the countryside around Ardingly. On arrival back at 
Worth there was a bouncy castle and a barbeque. The whole event was organised by the dio-
cese of Arundel and Brighton and The Towers raised £1200 for the event. Fast days for CA-
FOD and home clothes days also raised money and a particular success was the sale of CD’s 
for Macmillan Nurses which raised £500. The Junior School Harvest Festival was a delight 
to see, the Juniors were so enthusiastic. It is always amusing that parents buy back virtually 
everything that they donate! The £200 from that event will go towards providing a Christmas 
Party for the local villagers. We were very pleased that Katherine Barnes who left in 2002 
and spent an amazing few months working with the Blessed Sacrament Sisters in Brazil was 
able to return to tell us all about her experiences. She had a wonderful time despite being 
appalled by the poverty she encountered. After her talk the girls began to collect badly 
needed pens and pencils and there is now a large box to take over there when the Sisters next 
visit. Sr Breda’s form have been baking cakes to raise money for the Street Children of Bra-



zil and, as last year there is more fundraising to come with Carol Singing at the Holmbush 
Centre. 
As this Towers News goes to press the pupils in both the Junior and Senior Schools are fill-
ing Christmas boxes to send to families in Romania.   
 
Sports Report 
 
Another year and more triumphs for the teams of The Towers, along with the opening of the 
new swimming pool.   
The Sportsmark Award has been re-awarded for 2003-2006 and we have been made an 
‘Approved Centre for Junior Sports Leader Courses’. 
The new U12 netball team proved very successful, being unbeaten all year, apart from losing 
in the final of their very first netball tournament, The Lavant House-Rosemead Tournament, 
by one goal.  After being Runners-Up in that tournament they went on to win the Worthing 
Sports Association Tournament and for the first time a Towers Team won the Worthing Eve-
ning Summer League, open to all school and club teams in the Worthing Area – a great re-
sult. 
The U13 team won 90% of their matches and were placed 3rd in both the Worthing Area 
tournament and the Summer Evening League.  The U14 team were semi-finalists in their 
tournament, the U15’s were winners of their tournament and both the Ul5’s and U16’s were 

semi-finalists in the Sussex Knock-Out Tournament, the U15 team losing by one goal to the 
eventual winners. 
In Gymnastics the group apparatus won the West Sussex Tournament with a very highly 
praised sequence, the Pair Apparatus were placed second, and the whole team placed second 
overall. 
The U12’s and U15’s won their area rounders tournaments;  this was three years running that 
the U15’s have done so against very strong opposition.  The U14’s were Runners-Up and the 
U13’s were 3rd in their tournament. 
The tennis teams were very busy.  The U15’s won both the Worthing area tournament and 
their group of the British Schools Tournament and the U15B team won the area ‘B’ competi-



tion.  The U14 and U13 team were both Runners-Up in their tournaments, the U13 team be-
ing an U12 as the U13’s were on a school visit.  A very good result. 
Thank you again to all those parents who help with transport on away matches, you have 
been fantastic and the teams could not do all they undertake without you. 
Thank you also to Mrs Goldsmith for the above report and for all that she does as without 
her the girls would not achieve all that they do. 
 
DT goes visiting 
 
Nine Year 10 and 11 girls visited the Partridge Plastics Factory in Worthing as part of their 
GCSE Design and Technology course. The owner, Mr Knight, showed the girls around the 
factory and talked to them about the many different types of plastics and their specific uses. 
He also demonstrated how plastic is injected into a mould to make, for example, a mobile 
phone cover  The girls learned about the very large cost of making a hardened steel mould, 
using computer aided design (CAD) and the low cost of raw plastic. Mr Knight also told us 
that the machine he was operating (which was as large as a minibus) cost £100,000 pounds 
and was computer controlled (CAM) He also touched on the moral and ethical issues of in-
jection moulding including government subsidised competition from the far-east. 
Text-books can only provide a ‘picture’ of this process of designing an prototype and then 
mass producing the item but this factory visit provides invaluable information and it is likely 
that the final GCSE mark will be boosted as a result. 
The copy for the above article was provided by Mr Gerald Heath – a well-loved and re-
spected teacher of DT who, sadly, leaves us this term to move on to pastures new. Gerald 
has been a member of staff at The Towers since 1996 and has always provided a listening 
ear. Whilst his DT teaching was acclaimed he also enjoyed teaching Mathematics and even a 
little Football. We wish him success at his new school and ask him to keep in touch. 
 
Farewell to Sister Zita 
 
Sister Zita has been in charge of the Nursery since its beginnings and it is tinged with sad-
ness that we have to say goodbye, but we wish her well in her retirement. Many children 
have started on the road to success in her capable hands and she will be sorely missed. 
 
Sister Zita and Sister 
Frances with the 
Nursery Class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTA  - ‘Meet the Head’ 
 
The PTA AGM was a fun evening with an opportunity for the PTA to tell us about the vast 
amounts of money they had raised during the year and what fun they had along the way. The 
new Head, Mrs Carole Baker, addressed the gathering and was able to speak to some of the 
many parents who were able to attend. It was also an opportunity to meet the other teachers 
who were new to The Towers in September. Mrs Fiona Ireland who teaches Art, Mrs Ros 
Hoare, our Year 6 teacher, and Mr James Linney who teaches French and Spanish. We were 
delighted to welcome them all.  
A recent PTA donation enabled the Juniors and Year 7 to experience a day of African work-
shops, culminating in an exhausting ‘performance’ at the end of the afternoon 
 
 
Writers’ Competition 
 
The writers’ workshop which takes one 
lunchtime a week was the brainchild of Mrs 
Saffery and has obviously been successful 
as three of our girls who entered the Sun 
Alliance Young Writers’ Competition were 
selected as finalists. This in itself was an 
achievement but we were delighted when 
Fumiko Mallory’s entry was selected as the 
winner for her age group and she was pre-
sented with a prize by Ann Widdecombe 
MP. 
 
        Fumiko with a number of other young writers 



 
 
Wartime Memories  
 
Year 6 study World War II as part of the History Curriculum but to make the topic come 
alive Mrs Hoare asked the children to invite their grandparents into school to talk about their 
wartime experiences. The afternoon was a huge success with many funny and poignant tales 
told and all sorts of memorabilia  for the children to touch and read. The afternoon ended 
with cakes typical of the era with many genuine recipes. 
 
Visit to a Synagogue 
 
As part of the Junior School Re curriculum the children study other religions other than 
Christianity and in the Autumn Term they were delighted to be able to visit the synagogue in 
Hove. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Inside the Synagogue 
 
Thank you to all who provided information, photos or proof read the finished articles. Please 
let me know you think about this new format for ‘Towers News’. 

 
 
 

 
Carole Baker (Headmistress and editor). 
 
 
 


