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The School Council meets twice a term with an intention to drive the school forward. The suggestions and 
thoughts brought to the council from the rest of the school often make ideas come to fruition more speedily than 
might otherwise have been the case. Some of the ideas which have been implemented are: a change to the 
options system, refurbished toilets, a more vibrant library with many more new books, a trim trail for the Juniors, 
plus other improvements too numerous to mention. The Council consists of the Junior and Senior Captains and 
Vice-Captains from each of the three Houses together with the Senior staff from each House as well as the 
Head Girl, Deputy Head Girl, the Heads of Boarding, Mrs Bowerman and Mrs Baker.  

Decisions, Decisions 

In January 2010 we learned that The Towers had, yet again,    
triumphed in the dreaded league tables both locally and nationally. 
The credit has to go to the leavers of 2009 and their teachers. We 
are a very successful, small independent school and it is rather 
nice for us to feature in a high position but every league table is 
based on different criteria and it is difficult for Heads, let alone  
parents, to predict where a school will be next. For example The 
Towers is currently at number 7 in The Sunday Times League  
Table for small schools based on the percentage of A* and A 
grades whereas we have featured very highly in The Telegraph 
table which is based on the percentage of pupils who gained 5 or 
more A* to C grades including Maths and English. We would have 
been even higher were the table to have been based on the     
average number of points gained per pupil. So there are ‘lies, 
damned lies and statistics’ to coin a well-known saying and I am 
afraid that league tables will never give a complete picture. We 
know that we have a school with happy children who care for each 
other, with lots of extra-activities, dedicated staff and results which 
reflect the very best that the children can achieve. By now these 
girls are making their mark on the world! The same is true for the 
leavers of 2010 who came in for Leavers’ Mass on June 18th when 
they were definitely school pupils, but when they returned a week 
later for Prize Giving they were transformed in to the stunningly 
beautiful young women in the second photograph. By the time 
they arrived for their results in August they were ready for the next 
phase in their education. Congratulations to them all on their    
impressive results and Good Luck for the future! 
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One of the questions that parents often ask is “‘Does The Towers have an active PTA?” and the answer is 
always a resounding “Yes” but after September’s BBQ and Salsa there is even more photographic         
evidence to back up the reply. Martha, a Latin-American dancing teacher, came along to the PTA event 
held on the Sisters’ lawn on an unusually warm Saturday and persuaded parents, children and staff to get 

up and copy her dance movements. There 
were over 150 participants and the calories 
consumed at the delicious BBQ were soon 
used up as everyone was encouraged and 
cajoled on to their feet to follow the steps. 
The PTA funds were increased by another 
£620 and a fun afternoon was had by all. 

The PTA are responsible for many of the ‘extras’ enjoyed by the children and over the Christmas half term 
2010, provided funds to replace all of the dining furniture in the newly extended dining room. The money is 
raised through raffles, bars at evening events, Prize-Giving lunch and the very popular cream tea sold at 
the Junior Prize-Giving, Concert and Sports Day. But they also put on events solely for the children to have 
fun like the Halloween Disco and events such as the Christmas Bazaar which appeals to all ages. The   
dining room furniture cost around £12000 so 
the children, staff and Sisters would like to 
say thank you to the PTA 

Active? 

Above: PTA September BBQ and Salsa 

Not only does The Towers look medieval with 
its twin turrets on the front but in November the 
Juniors were able to enjoy some medieval 
magic when their hall was transformed into a 
castle and they were visited by  Peter Balanck. 
Peter is a peddler from Medieval Days and he 
arrived at the school to talk about and show 
over 50 artefacts including weapons, armour, 

jewellery and many everyday objects from the Middle Ages including a most valuable 700-year-old jar. He 
was so interesting and his enthusiasm for the era was infectious. History really came to life. The children, 
working in their houses, also experienced tournament style archery, a jousting session and an opportunity 
to measure a horse’s girth,  a smelling and concocting medieval pomander science experiment  as well as 
design a shield, weaving, art and craft not forgetting medieval dancing. Everyone, staff and children 
dressed up for the day and even lunch had a medieval meal theme. It was a day of wonder, colour,        
surprises, magic and fun. All in all a brilliant History Day. 

Curious Castles 

Guess who this is? 

Above: Halloween        Mia with her Mandolin       Christmas Bazaar 
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It would be hard to avoid some mention of the    
General Election and when voting closed at the  
Towers we discovered that Miss Poppy Collins who 
was representing the Conservative party had the 
greatest number of votes closely followed by the  
Liberal-Democrat candidate, Miss Saoirse        
O'Halloran. The Labour candidate, Niamh Sayers, 
and the Independent candidate, Laura Bates, came 
third and fourth respectively. Surely a coalition was 
the only way forward? The voting    followed an as-
sembly where the girls had presented their manifes-
tos to the staff and pupils. 

Election Fever 

Above: Voting 2010 

One warm Saturday in May two girls from Year 10 
renewed the vows that their Godparents made for 
them at their baptisms and continued their spiritual 
growth when they were confirmed by Bishop Kieran 
at St. Peter's in Shoreham. Neka and Kimberley 
were supported by Mrs Ranzetta and Mrs Fawn 
and were delighted to be joined by their mothers 
and various other family members. The Saturday 
before Pentecost was a most appropriate day for 
receiving this sacrament. The choir and musicians 
from the various churches which make up the    
parish of Our Lady Queen of Peace, including two 
current staff, one retired member of staff and three 
Year 9 pupils, created a most beautiful sound. 
Bishop Kieran was happy to pose for photographs 
afterwards and even their fellow boarders, who had 
come along to celebrate with them, were able to 
get in on the act! 

Confirmation 

Work, Rest and Play 

The Summer Art Competition, this year, was   
entitled 'Work, Rest and Play' and was won by 
Georgia Saunders in Year 8. Georgia's work was 
a little reminiscent of Jackson Pollock. She      
persuaded her younger sister to lie on a sheet in 
three different poses: holding a broom - work, 
simply lying down - rest, holding a racquet - play 
whilst Georgia splattered her with paint so that 
only the silhouettes were left. Imaginative and 
clever - well done, Georgia! Other highly        
commended entrants were Polly Reeves-Perrin in 
Year 9, Leanne Shapland in Year 5 and Holly 
Taswell in Year 7. Congratulations to all of them 
and to all the children who entered the            
competition. Some ideas were most quirky and 
individual. 

Marian Service 
Friday 21st May 
proved to be a very 
busy day with the 
Year 5 Marian    
Service followed by 
the Senior School 
Performing Arts 
Evening. The Year 
5 went to The 
Shrine of Our Lady 
of Consolation to 
provide a Rosary 
Pageant based on 
the Luminous    
Mysteries of the 
Rosary. It was beautiful and performed with such 
dignity and poise that it was difficult to believe that 
they were only 10 years old. (Indeed Lucy Wales 
really was ONLY JUST ten as she celebrated her 
10th birthday on the day but opted to take part 
rather than go out for supper – in a way her    
commitment is indicative of the loyalty I have 
grown accustomed to from Towers pupils and I 
feel remarkably fortunate to be the Head here). 



 Outings throughout the Year 
Anne Frank Exhibition 
 
The Year 8s and a group of GCSE historians made 
an educational visit to the Anne Frank exhibition in 
Chichester Cathedral. The timing of the exhibition's 
arrival was perfect, as the girls were studying the life 
of Anne Frank and World War II history. The       
exhibition brought to life the historical and social 
context of Nazi Europe as well as the oppression 
suffered by this particular family.  The girls saw a 
near life size replica of Anne’s bedroom as well as 
poignant images of the Holocaust: an extremely 
moving experience. The Year 8s also had 
the opportunity to follow the Chichester Cathedral 
Trail finding out lots of information about the history, 
as well as getting plenty of fresh air! For Ella Purtill it 
was simply ‘purfect’ as she entered a free prize 
draw and won an iPod Shuffle!  

It’s a dog’s life! 

The children in Nursery, Reception & Year One  
visited Handsome Hounds in Hyde Square, Upper 
Beeding  where they found out about bathing,     
clipping, drying  and micro-chipping dogs. The visit 
was planned to follow up the interest many children 
had shown in the animal hospital role play area  
they had created as part of their self initiated play 
based learning and was a perfect chance for them 
to find out more about local businesses for their 
theme ‘Around the Towers.’  

Reception , Year One & Year Two visited Brighton 
and Hove Reform Synagogue to find out about   
Judaism through first hand experience of the place 
of worship in which Jewish people pray to God. The 
children  marvelled at how the beautiful  doors of the 
Ark slid back to reveal the ornate handwritten Torah 
scrolls and were shown how a yad is used to point 
to words in the Torah that must not be touched.  
They also saw how the large stained glass windows 
depict the stories of Noah’s Ark and Moses with the 
burning bush.  

Reach for the sky! 
 
In November, Year 
5, as part of their 
Space topic, visited 
Chichester Planetar-
ium. Dr Mason gave 
a fascinating lecture 
on the planets,    
constellations and 
various research 
programs. The girls 

were then shown a collection of meteorites and were 
privileged to hold a 4.5 million years old fragment. 
They were inspired by his talk to observe the       
International Space Station as it passed over our 
area the following two nights. 

Abroad 
 
Thirty-seven girls spent four action-packed days in 
France where they stayed at the beautiful Château 
du Broutel in Picardie. The staff were able to relax as 
the girls were so impeccably well behaved that even 
the French coach driver commented on how brilliant 

they were.   
During the visit 
they had the 
opportunity to 
practise their 
French whilst 
shopping in the 
local market and 
ordering drinks 
in a café. They 
also enjoyed  

tasting the samples at a chocolate factory.  One of 
the highlights was a visit to a goat farm.  They      
arrived just in time to watch the birth of two kids and 
then learnt about the production of goat’s cheese.  
The cheese was delicious but unfortunately Ms.  
Garlick’s scarf got slightly nibbled by a goat! Sunday 
was spent at various World War 1 sites in the 
Somme area. At the museum in Albert some girls 
were dressed up in the uniform and   weapons of the 
war whilst at Beaumont Hamel they walked through 
some actual trenches.  Despite the cold weather it 
was a very moving experience. Other memorable 
moments included the opportunity to taste snails and 
frog’s legs at the Château. On the way home they 
spent some time at Nausicaa, the sealife centre in 
Boulogne, where the sea lions and penguins were 
particularly popular. Très mignons! The girls returned 
to The Towers with a fresh perspective on language 
and history lessons. 

Year 5 at the Planetarium 

Qu’est-ce que c’est? 



 
In March Year 10 visited the Natural History      
Museum. A truly iconic landmark, the Museum  
includes a number of galleries which provided 
stimulating materials to help the pupils revise for 
their GCSE exams in June. A particular highlight 
was the Cocoon, an interactive gallery in the     
recently opened Darwin Centre which explores the 
work of museum scientists.  
 
A careers day with Burgess Hill School in conjunc-
tion with The Porsche Centre at Burgess Hill 
proved to be most enjoyable. The girls were ad-
dressed by guest speakers from a variety of back-
grounds including a PR Consultant, a Researcher 
in the House of Commons, a brilliant officer from 
the army now with GCHQ, a marketing manager 
and a training and development manager. The 
Porsche Centre showed the girls their facility, 
which was extremely impressive; even the work-
shops were spotless. A whole range of their cars 
were on display and the girls discovered that Por-
sche could custom make a car to copy any nail 
varnish with matching leather trim and personal-
ised sign writing on the body – Most impressive but 
very expensive! 

Activities Day in June 
 

The Year 8 girls visited Thorpe Park as part of a 
maths related activity whereas Year 9 visited 
Wakehurst Place in order to complete some    
fieldwork in the woodland. They assessed the   
effect of management by coppicing on the         
biodiversity of different areas and visited the     
Millennium Seed Bank to learn about the           
importance of plant conservation. This visit served 
as an excellent introduction to GCSE Biology and 
both girls and staff learnt a great deal about      
conservation and sustainability. Finally the Year 10 
girls stayed behind at school but they were not left 
out and had an amazing day listening to and     
asking questions of a variety of guest speakers 
who gave some 
insight into their 
various careers. 
Thanks to one of 
our governors, Mrs 
Byfield, for joining 
with Ms Lowe to 
organise this. 

Retreat to the deepest depths of ……..  
Ashington 

 
Both Years 7 and 11 
have been able to 
enjoy ‘time out’ at 
the church of St   
Peter and Paul in 
Ashington. Year 11 
had their ‘Day with a 

Difference’ organised especially for them by      
CAFOD.  Martin Brown, leader of their Youth team, 
put together an interesting mix of workshops,    
discussions and games to help the girls             
understand the work of CAFOD and social        
justice.  The girls particularly enjoyed the Refugee 
game and preparing for the afternoon liturgy. Our 
school chef provided a delightful selection of picnic 
hampers and Our Lord blessed us with incredibly 
warm weather!  No one could believe how quickly 
the day went and how much they had learned. 
Then later in the year came activities day when 

Year 7 also used the church to provide              
opportunities for a day of recollection for them as 
they approached the end of their first year in the 
Senior School where they were able to reflect on 
the year and make preparations for their move into 
Year 8. They had a super day complete with a 
lovely picnic, watching excerpts from ‘Shrek’ and 
discussing how these related to the way they live 
their lives 

Herstmonceux 

Fun Physics could have 
been the name of the 
day Year 8 spent at 
Herstmonceux in June. 
The site is the former 

location of the Royal Observatory and it is simply 
an amazing opportunity to be able to study the 
telescopes that have been left at the site. After 
learning about the     
telescopes, the girls 
learnt how to make their 
own (albeit rather 
smaller) and   enjoyed 
exploring the interactive 
physics games and   
challenges.  Wakehurst Place 



 
Back in time. 
 
Year 5 brought their history topic, ‘Victorians’, alive 
by a visit to Preston Manor. As usual their costumes 
and behaviour were impeccable and of the period! 

Pulborough Brooks 
 
A fantastic day was had by pupils and staff at the 
RSPB Pulborough Brooks nature reserve in late 
June. They learnt about the range of important  
habitats being managed, including a project to    
restore an area of rare heathland. Pupils became 
environmental scientists for the day, collecting data 
on the biodiversity of the woodland and freshwater 
habitats on the reserve. As always, the pupils were 
enthused and engaged by their work, with           
discoveries of newts, dragonfly nymphs and    
grasshoppers causing delight. Following the visit, 
the pupils prepared reports for the Wardens on their 
discoveries. We hope that the pupils were inspired 
by their visit and that some have now chosen to 
take advantage of the opportunities offered by the 
school’s eco-club, the RSPB and other local       
conservation organisations to continue to develop 
their understanding of the natural world.  

Year 5 before their 
trip to Preston 

Manor 

Year 7 at  
Pulborough Brooks 

What a team! 
 

September saw the new Year 7 descend on the Hindleap 
Warren activities centre in Ashdown Forest for a day of 
team building activities. The day began with consideration 
of the skills needed to work as part of a team and the 
“Towers tower challenge”. By 10.30 the girls were outside 
in the glorious woodland and taking part in a series of 
physical and problem solving team activities designed to 
develop key skills such as planning, listening and            
co-operation. We were ably led by the fantastic staff at 
Hindleap Warren, who encouraged the girls to reflect on how they were developing as a team during the day. 
The afternoon ended with the team challenge – a race to complete tasks and collect points. Of course       
winning (7 alpha) isn’t as important as all the skills and friendships that developed during the day. A fantastic 
day was had by all and Year 7 should be particularly congratulated on their exemplary enthusiasm and      
behaviour which impressed both the centre and school staff. 

More fieldwork 

Working together 

In September Year 10 & 11 girls studying for 
GCSE Art had the opportunity to visit the CASS 
Sculpture Foundation at Goodwood Park. The 
large scale sculptures, set in a woodland trail, 
are by contemporary British sculptors such as 
Anthony Gormley, Bill Woodrow and Tony 
Cragg.  Despite the rain the girls had a great trip 
and took some  fantastic photos. The park     
continually updates its commissions and the girls 
came away full of inspiration for their GCSE 
coursework and aspirations for the future.  



 

 

Maths is fun – it’s official! 
 
A group of Year 10 pupils interested in taking 
Maths at A-Level attended the ‘Taking Maths 
Further’ day at Sussex University. Students 
from different schools were invited to attend a 
day of interesting lectures, games and     
quizzes. They particularly enjoyed the 
‘Cryptology’ and ‘Maths Games’, in which 
they were encouraged to participate in a   
variety of fun activities. The Towers girls were 
extremely enthusiastic and came third overall 
in the Maths Quiz. The girls all agreed it was 
a great day and very inspiring! 

Travel Safely 
A team of ten (six with four reserves) got through to 
the finals of the West Sussex Road Safety and 
TravelWise Quiz in April at The County Finals at The 
Hawth Theatre, Crawley. The competition runs over 
six months with all the West Sussex Schools entering 
and each school administering the first round. Of the 
three hundred schools who entered the competition 
only twenty survived until the final. Although The 
Towers’ team were not placed in the top three it is 
good that they were involved. This event is aimed at 
raising awareness of Travelwise initiatives of         
reducing congestion and cutting pollution by          
encouraging young people to cycle, walk, park & ride, 
car share and use public transport more often and to 
leave the car at home. Individuals can make a      
difference so that everyone can be part of the        
solution and not just the problem! Year 6 also      
completed their cycling proficiency later in the     
Summer term. 

Catherine Crick was 
selected by her parish 
to go to Westminster 
on Saturday to be part 
of the group of young 
people to be with Pope 
Benedic t  as  he       
ce lebrated Mass.  
Catherine spoke to the 
Seniors in assembly 
about  what  the        
experience had meant 
to her. The account of 
the day and her      
feelings throughout the 
once in a life-time    
opportunity were most 
moving and uplifting. 
Catherine who was 
also a red-shirt at 
Lourdes this year is 
really leading the way 
by standing up for her 
faith and encouraging 
others to do the same. 
An inspiration to us all! 

The Papal Visit 

Yr 10 investigate coastal forms, processes and management 
 
Accompanied by Mrs Finn and Miss Pope the Yr10 GCSE geography group jumped in a mini-bus and arrived 
at a rather blustery Shoreham Beach for an afternoon of coastal enquiry. They were each armed with welly 
boots, dog biscuits, tape measure, camera, map, and information pack. Using these tools they investigated 
longshore drift, wave type, pebble patterns and coastal management. The girls were brilliant and achieved their 
aim to collect primary data to investigate how and why Shoreham Beach is managed. It was informative and 
great fun. What better way to learn about the coast than actually being at the coast? As for the dog biscuits – 
they were not to eat but a biodegradable way of watching how waves travel and move objects. 

 



 

It has to be said that what pupils at The 
Towers are able to achieve in all      
aspects of their lives is simply amazing. 
In terms of fund-raising they are      
second to none. Indeed Ray Mooney, 
the A&B diocesan youth officer, said 
that, yet again, The Towers (the   
smallest school to take part) raised the 

greatest total at Youthgather - £1200. However, we have to be honest and say that a large portion of this 
amount came from the Sisters who always take part so enthusiastically. So in the Year from November 
2009 to October 2010 there were a vast number of events raising a total figure of around £10,000. The 
Youthgather walk along the seafront in Bexhill in October was cold, wet and windy but none of that     
dampened our spirits or our determination to enjoy being beside the sea! 

The Senior girls raised a few hundred pounds to help Lucy Barnett 
reach her total of £2200 in order for her to go to God’s Golden Acre in 
South Africa to help with children who are orphans as a results of Aids. 
The whole school filled smartie tubes with money as a part of the Haiti 
Smartie Challenge. The challenge being first to eat the smarties and 
then to fill the tubes with as much money as possible. This was       
organised by Catherine, Jenny and Margaret Crick with a little input 
from dad! In total this challenge raised £360 from the Juniors alone 
including £38 from Jemima Adams-Kirkham who baked cakes and sold 
them to her neighbours and by the time the money from the Senior 
pupils was added we were able to send £800 to the appeal. 

There was a concerted effort to raise funds to buy cancer drugs needed for one of our mums. Initially she 
was refused them by the NHS but she was then given the drugs so that the funds raised were able to go to 
the Worthing Cancer research unit. The whole school was involved with the Juniors wearing one item of 
pink and collecting £250 whilst each of the Senior Classes did something different. Wearing pyjamas for the 
day proved very popular as did the lunchtime fair organised by 8A (this raised £186) and 9 alpha’s coffee, 
cakes and entertainment on Monday evening brought in another £220. Activities also included hair   
straightening, name the teddies, guess the number of sweets in the jar, hire a DVD / rent a book,         
sponsored silences. The final figure for the fund including other donations was close to £3500. 

It is never too cold for an ice-cream! 

Money, money, money! 

Bexhill Seafront 

Pyjamas to school, whatever next? 

Teddy Bears help to raise money too! 

9A fundraiser 



On a cold, blustery day in December Heather Kearon from St 
Anne’s Day Centre arrived to collect our goodies for the   
homeless and vulnerable people she helps to care for in  
Brighton. We had a consignment of spare ruck sacks, so each 
class set about filling up a ruck sack. We collected toiletries, 
hats, gloves, socks and even coats to fill the ruck sacks with 
goodies. St Anne’s motto is Whatsoever you do to the least of 
my brothers, that you do unto me. Everyone learnt an          
important lesson about giving through helping St Anne’s and 
wish Heather and all the staff and clients of St Anne’s a very 
merry Christmas. 

Another really popular way of raising funds was to have a go at the ‘guess the teacher from the baby photo’ 
competition. This raised a £100 for St Barnabas’ Hospice. Although no-one correctly identified all of the 
staff from the photographs the two girls who came closest were awarded two amazing prizes: Home clothes 
for a week and first into lunch for a week. St Barnabas’ Hospice was where Poppy Merryweather’s mummy 
was looked after so well before she died.  
During Lent there were cake sales in the Senior School (yes, during Lent!) to raise money for the Good 
Shepherd Appeal (A children’s charity) whilst the Juniors also collected for the same appeal but they filled 
the Good Shepherd boxes. The total taken to Worth Abbey for the Mass was £182 The Juniors also held a 
sponsored event in March with Nursery Children doing a swim and the rest of the Juniors walking around 
the field. These events raised money for the work of the Sisters in Brazil and for Chestnut Tree  Hospice. In 

total these events raised £593 

The tradition continues... 
 
As the end of the academic year approached it was time for Towers 
tradition and as we had reached the letter ‘R’ in ToweRs the Seniors 
dressed as Rapunzels, Rulers, Robbers, Receptionists but the prize 
for entertainment value went to Angela Nabuufu and Lucy Barnett 
who were Rappers complete with a rap! The £200 raised went, as 
usual, to the girls of the St Joseph’s orphanage in Sri Lanka. Next 
year the letter will be ’S.’ 

Teddies to School 
 
The Juniors all brought their teddies to school to 
raise £41 for Cancer Research. There was a       
competition for the best dressed teddy and this went 
to Melissa’s teddy who was wearing a colourful    
Hawaiian skirt made by Melissa herself and the prize 
for the teddy with the biggest personality went to 
Emmy. The judge was a  Governor, Mrs Nikki       
Byfield, who decided that the smallest people often 
have the largest personalities and so Emmy’s tiny yet 
well-loved bear should have the award. 

Brazilian Coffee Morning 

Despite an attempt to rename as ‘Mission Morning’ the coffee morning 
and sale held every year in aid of the missionary work of the Sisters’, 
the attempt failed and the event continued to be referred to as ‘The 
Brazil Coffee Morning.’ But its name isn’t important,  what is crucial is 
that the tombola, raffles and cake sale, gift and other stalls all attract 
people to come to spend money so that the Blessed Sacrament Sisters 
in Tanzania, Brazil and other areas can be sent funds to support them 
in their work to help the poor of those countries. This year the event 
raised £3100 

R Day 

Loved teddies 



CAFOD  
 
The Juniors brought in odd coins and loose 

change (plus a £5 note) to cover a giant 
heart  at assembly one Friday.  The money 

raised went to CAFOD – raising cash by 
putting our heart into it!  The senior girls 

had soup and a roll for lunch and the 
money saved by doing this also went to 

CAFOD.  There was a good saving as Eco 
Club had, once again, grown a selection of 
tasty potatoes and these were dug up and 

prepared as ingredients for the soup on Family Fast day. Anna, Penny, Abigail and Isabelle all grabbed a 
few spuds to take home for their tea! In all a figure of £773 was sent to CAFOD. 

Seniors wore green and baked green cakes to 
support the initiative organised by the local 
newspaper ‘The Herald’ to raise funds for the 
new St Barnabas Hospice. The girls raised close 
to £300 by paying a £1 to wear green clothes 
and by a Year 9 class baking and selling cakes.  
 
 

 

Fibromyalgia is an autoimmune condition which is sometimes linked to 
ME. ME appears to affect young people and makes them lethargic and 
unable to join in normal day to day activities. So Year 11 decided to 
dress up in purple and bake some purple cakes in order to support   
research into Fibromyalgia. The idea came from Sophie Brodrick but all 
of Year 11 supported the day and raised a total of £41. 

The annual Macmillan Coffee Morning was held at The Towers on a 
Friday in September. As usual it was organised by Year 6 pupils,      
parents and staff and was hugely successful with a vast number of   
delicious cakes for sale for pupils and parents to enjoy with a cup of tea 
of coffee. A really fun morning to support this worthwhile cause and a 
total of £409.18 was raised. 



Croft Meadow 

Extra Curricular 

Charity of a different kind is when the girls give up their 
time in the service of others and some of the events 
organised by school included Year 9 girls singing at 
Croft Meadow before Christmas. Mrs Gray also took her 
Year 10 GCSE group to ‘The Halcyon Club’ in      
Shoreham to entertain the elderly members with some 
well-known tunes and then she also accompanied Year 
8 pupils to Valerie Manor where the girls sang all the 
favourite and well-known carols plus a couple from their 
Covent Garden programme. During the summer       
holidays about 40 girls made an effort to volunteer to do 
something to help in the local community. Most of the 
volunteering schemes are only open to girls in Year 9 or 
above and as a consequence this means that about   

approximately 30% of 
our pupils gave up 
time to read to younger 
children in local      
libraries, to volunteer 
at play-schemes for 
handicapped youngsters and even to go to Lourdes to help with pilgrimage. 
This is an amazing percentage but Eleanor Chambers in Year 7, who was 
not old enough to volunteer, decided to contribute in another way so she got 
on her bike and cycled to raise money to help the Chanctonbury Play 
scheme. Towers girls also join in with all manner of other schemes which 
develop their leadership qualities not only through the Junior Sports Leaders 
and the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme offered at school but other 
schemes such as Scouting, Guiding, Air Training Corps, A&B Red Shirts 
and some help at the after school clubs in the Junior School. 

Year 10 entertain at the Halcyon Club 

ATC presentation 

Year 11 Duke of Edinburgh Assessment: 
 

Twenty-one courageous year 11s took time out from their exams on a weekend in June to complete their 
Bronze D of E assessed expedition. This challenging task involved the girls camping for two nights, walking 
for two days, preparing all their meals on a camping stove and, most importantly of all, carrying everything 
they needed with them. All three teams rose to the challenge, working together to complete the expedition 
and encouraging each other as spirits flagged. All the groups were successful and all the staff involved 
were extremely proud of their hard work. This year, led by Miss Pope and Mrs Finn, The Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze Award has got off to a great start with thirty Year 10 and 11 girls participating.  In their  fortnightly 
meetings, the girls formed their expedition teams and developed team working skills.  They   completed a 
treasure hunt based upon solving clues related to the Award and using six figure grid references. They 
chose their team names and developed team walking songs, learnt the ‘Grid Reference Rap’ and have  
chosen equipment and packed a backpack for a camping weekend.  
 
Air Training Corps  

 

The Senior girls were visited by Flt. Lt. Emsley who is in charge of the Steyning Air Training Corps where 
Corporal Lucy Barnett and her sister, Katherine, are members of his Squadron. Both Lucy and Katherine 
are reaping the benefits of belonging to the squadron in that Lucy has been able to fly (with an instructor) in 
a two man plane and has also been in a Chinook helicopter whilst Katherine has been able to take part in 
shooting competitions. Both girls were able to achieve their Padi open water diving courses for scuba diving 
this summer and Lucy has now also been put forward for a gliding scholarship with the RAF as long as she 
passes her medical. Flt. Lt. Emsley explained that not only are there lots of exciting opportunities but there 
are qualifications to be gained too. 



Beam House 
 
The Towers Junior Girls showed they were made of the tough stuff     
during an adventure holiday at Beam House a PGL centre in North 
Devon. Miss Goodchild who lead the group had named ‘participation and 
teamwork’ as key objectives for the residential trip. During five days of 
wind, rain, hail and sub zero temperatures in the Devon countryside the 
girls aged seven to twelve years excelled themselves demonstrating, not 
only participation and teamwork but tremendous endurance, stamina and 
courage to overcome their fears in activities which included high ropes, climbing, abseiling, trapeze, quad 
and mountain biking, survival, rifle shooting, fencing and the gruelling muddy challenge course !  Thanks to 
all the staff who gave up their time and the girls for joining in with all activities with such good nature. As 
one of the children wrote "it has made me do things that I never thought that I would do and it has boosted 
my confidence"   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first heat of the Shoreham & Southwick     
Rotary Club ‘Youth Speaks’ competition 2009 took 
place in November at Shoreham College.  Three 
teams from local schools took part with topics 
ranging from ‘the Mitford Sisters’ to ‘The Lisbon 
Treaty’.  It is quite a daunting prospect to stand up 
in front of a room full of strangers and speak with 
confidence but the Rotary Club competition offers 
youngsters an opportunity to do this.  The Towers’ 
team were prepared for the competition by Dr. 
Trea Martyn and comprised of Chairperson -   
Jessica Garment, aged 14, Speaker - Daisy Todd, 
aged 16 and Vote of Thanks  -  Gabriella Slater, 
also aged 14.  Daisy’s speech on the value of a 
name won her the prize of Best Speaker and Jessica’s confident introduction meant that she too was given 
a prize for best in that category. Their overall performance placed the team in the lead and they went 
through to the next round where they were defeated but they all enjoyed and benefited from the experience. 
It continues to be a great pity that more schools do not enter this competition.  Most adults will be required 
to give presentations and addresses during the course of their careers and it is good to practise early! 

It’s all in the name 



 

Riding High 

After a few ‘lean’ years we are delighted to have, yet again, an active Towers’ Riding Team. Helena 
Dunlavey (Riding Captain) supported by her mother and father has organised training sessions for the 
team at ‘Royal Leisure’ and have managed to get together a team for a couple of events. It would be 
great to have some success in this sport but if not the girls are having fun. 

Extra-ordinary Successes 

Down Under! 

Downside School welcomed Year 11 girls on a weekend of retreat and 
reflection plus an opportunity to experience a little of life in a                     
co-educational boarding school . Mrs Ranzetta and Dr Landells             
accompanied the group and Dr Landells was invited to spend time with the 
Benedictine order. 

Florence Chapman now has a Grade 8 in her flute to add to the 
Grade 8 she achieved in violin last year. Penny Brown in Year 8 not 
only won first prize at  the East Anglian U12 Junior Golf             
Championship, Stonham Barns, but was chosen to play for the 
County Juniors team. Not content with being recognised by Crufts for 
her exceptional dog handling skills Bronte Byrne has decided to move 
on to another creature and her cockerel won first prize at a Cockerel 
Showing event. Elysia Taylor moves on in the Badminton World and 
has been placed in county events, whilst Zoe Batchelor is showing 
great netballing potential and was named as the Captain for her 
County netball team and Lauren Bishop continues to be highly ranked 
by The LTA.  Other sporting successes included two successes in the 
Marshall household when Ashton swam with a national time in one of 
her trials and Abigail won the Concourse d'Elegance at the Ponies 
UK National Winter Championships. 

 



A Quartet Of Authors 
Creativity week was a great success with the Junior pupils having opportunities to experience workshops led 
by the authoress Margaret Bateson-Hill whilst Year 6 and the Seniors were able to listen to Gillian Cross. 
Gillian’s audience listened most attentively; particularly Sophie Sparkes who had just been informed that her 
short story ‘Mr Sauce’s quiz night’ had won first prize in the Steyning short story competition. This was a   
particularly notable achievement as Sophie won first prize last year. The judge Ali Sparkes was impressed by 
the standard and variety of the entries and chose with some difficulty. Ms Sparkes was also unaware that she 
and Sophie share the same surname! Gillian was able to sign copies of her latest book at the end of the   
session. Margaret Bateson-Hill read extracts from her book ‘The Dragon Racer’ and explained how all the 
characters in the book are based on her own children and their friends whilst Gillian Cross spoke about how 
she writes her books and how writing is accessible to anyone as long as you have an imagination. The    
creative week had started very successfully when Dr Trea Martyn, who teaches English in the Senior School, 
had her article on the tales of  intrigue, greed and violence which lie behind the    
railings of London’s elegant squares published in ‘The Independent’. Creativity is 

alive and kicking at The Towers! 

To perform ‘Grease’ in a Convent School setting was a 
little risky to say the least but with some clever        

directing and amazing music the girls managed to put 
on a show which was colourful, entertaining and     

sensitive. The lead roles of Sandy and Danny were 
played by Francesca Stuart-Jones and Jacinda 

Palmer. The Year 7 cheerleaders with their amazing 
pompoms was a never-to-be forgotten scene. As    

always all credit goes to Mrs Sparkes and Mrs Gray for 
their dedication and unselfish use of time in working towards the most amazing production. 

 
Not only were the girls preparing for ‘Grease’ but they were also learning six songs to perform during their 
annual trip to Covent Garden for their appearance in a concert of Christmas music. In addition they also had 
another twenty songs to learn for their contribution to the O2 massed choir event. Just being there was good, 
singing in unison with 8000 other children was amazing but negotiating 

our way back to our 
coach amidst all the 
other crocodiles of chil-
dren and teachers was 
probably the greatest 
achievement of the day. 

Performing Arts: Grease and The Choir 

Above Left: Gillian Cross          Above: Sophie Sparkes                  Above Right: Margaret Bateson-Hill 

Left: The O2 Arena 
 

Right: Joining the 
massed choir 



 The Keymaster 
Holly Frazier-Mills played the      
Keymaster - the leading role in the 
Junior School musical of the same 
title. 'The Keymaster' by Nick Perrin 
is an innovative    musical where the 
cast and audience are taken through 
scenes from the past from 1066 
through to how the future might look 
in 2060. The Mayor of Brighton and 
Hove, Councillor Ann Norman, was     

particularly amused by the scene from the Battle of Hastings where her namesakes - the Normans -         
conquered the Saxons! In 1605 Guy Fawkes was prevented from blowing up parliament and by 1918 the  
suffragettes were gaining votes for women - most appropriate in an all girls school! The future in 2060 didn't 
look too good so the cast were transported back to the present to make sure that they used the keys to the 
kingdom properly! Councillor Norman began her education at Walpole Lodge in Brighton which was a school 
owned by The Towers in the past and she returned to The Towers in June to present the prizes to the Year 
11 leavers. 

A Jazz and Gospel evening proved to be the perfect     
platform for a wide range of musical groups including the 
recently formed Jazz band. The show was ably compered  
by Fran Fowler-Burtwell and Faye Ralph. There was an 
opportunity to hear Catherine Crick’s arrangement of a 
Gospel song for the Junior Choir but the evening provided 
a chance for parents to hear soloists on piano, saxophone, 

flute and clarinet with Holly Taswell in Year 6 being       
renamed by Mrs Gray as Holly Jazzwell 
for her amazing piano solo called 
'Jumping The Barrel' The noisiest part of 
the evening, but  possibly the least       
musical, was when the Sisters, renowned 
for their mystery appearances, came on 
stage type-cast as ‘Sister Act' singing 'I 
will follow him' they were accompanied by 

Mrs Gray who joined the order on a     
short-lived basis and Mrs Baker whose cameo appearance 

'playing' her sax brought the house down. An amazing number of talented and committed PUPILS! 
 
The Performing Arts Evening gave Seniors an opportunity 
to showcase pieces of Music, Drama and Choral     
Speaking. It was an evening of diversity and quality –  
indicative of the way our pupils are encouraged to believe 
in themselves and are supported, not only by the staff but 
by the rest of the pupils. Many of the items on the        

programme were the winners from the Year 8 
Drama Competition and the Inter-house Music 
Competition. The most remarkable items were 
those where groups of girls, often from different 
years, had organised rehearsals and worked  
together to produce a really class act! 

Catherine, Angela 

 & Poppy 

Sister Act 

Florence and her flute 

The Mayor attends ‘The Keymaster’ Guy Fawkes 

Jazz and Gospel Evening 

Above & Right: Performing Arts Evening 



September saw The Towers Irish Dancing class join the other groups 
in the Carey School of Irish Dancing (Falmer, Haywards Heath,    
Rustington and Crawley) at a Feis (Dancing Competition) in Brighton. 
The Adjudicator was Sarah Manning, who was lead dancer in Michael 
Flatley's "Lord of the Dance" for over six years. For several of the 
Towers girls it was their first time at a Feis and it was a long and tiring 
day lasting over six hours.  A lot of hard work had obviously gone into 
the organisation of the group for which thanks goes to Pat Carroll and 
Rosaleen Carey. The girls thoroughly enjoyed themselves and each 
returned home with at least one medal. 

The Choral Speaking Choir opened the 
Brighton Festival Fringe 'Vocal        
Expression' in Jubilee Square on a 
rather wet Saturday with a presentation 
on Global Warming. The programme 
included a short extract from a poem 
by William Wordsworth, 'The Rabbit' by 
Alan Brownjohn and 'Picnic time on the 
M25' by Paul   Cookson. The girls were 
prepared by Mrs Stredwick and were 
delighted to be invited to perform,    
despite the typical Bank Holiday   
weekend weather. They then gave the 
same presentation later in the day to 
draw the afternoon to a close. Any  
proceeds taken were for breast cancer 
research. 

 

Thirty girls returned from what can only be described as a fantastic, snowy, fun-filled week in the French Alps, at 
the resort of Serre Chevalier. As they arrived at the hotel the snow began to fall and then it fell and fell and fell. 
In all well over a metre throughout the week (not too dissimilar to Upper Beeding then!) The heavy snow       
conditions made for some truly amazing skiing with all the girls making tremendous progress throughout the six 
days of ski lessons. Blues, reds and black slopes proved to be no obstacle for the girls, they simply pointed their 
skis down the slopes and off they went. At times skiing in knee deep 'powder' snow! Evening activities were very 
entertaining, including a fashion night, crepe night, bum-boarding, a cocktail evening, night time ice skating with 

snow falling all around them 
(quite a romantic scene 
really!) and finally the 
DISCO which was a time to 
get together with the boys 
schools that were sharing 
the hotel! This was truly a 
memorable and enjoyable 
week which was made easy 
due to the excellent        
behaviour and enjoyment of 
all the girls. They were an 
absolute pleasure to travel 
with and Miss Miles, Miss 
O’Neil and the other staff 
are looking forward to next 
year's trip. 

Sports 

The Feis Winners 

Choral Speaking at the Brighton Festival 



In the Worthing and District netball league 
finals, the Yr 7s and Yr 8s were runners 
up and the Yr 10s came in 3rd position. 
Even greater success was achieved in the 
Davison’s Gymnastics Competition where 
the team enjoyed a highly successful 
county competition. After many hours of 
dedicated training before and after school 
the girls travelled to Davison High School 
for their annual competition. The        
standards of performance were awe    
inspiring yet all our girls rose to the      
occasion and pulled off some of their best ever                 
performances. The group apparatus performed 
extremely well and came in a close second 
position (behind the dreaded Davison team!!) 
This consisted of Megan Lodge, Lizzie Parker, 
Zofia Reeves, Lily Eustace, Sophie Johnson 
and Nancy Holt. Our pair floor (Maddy Brooks 
and Zoe Morrice) excelled themselves and 

wowed the judges and audience with their fantastic routine. They thoroughly         
deserved their first position. They came home with the trophy which was last won by 
someone at The Towers in 1998! Group floor (Polly Reeves-Perrin, Ella Turner, 
Chiara Powell, Alex Wright, Ella Morrice and Taylor Gibert) and pair apparatus 
(Niamh Sayers and Katie Harris) performed extremely well and were unfortunate not 
to be placed in the top three. When all the scores of the four competitions were 

added together, The Towers came in second position 
overall. A superb achievement! That means that we are 
currently second best in West Sussex! We are hoping for 
first position this year. Congratulations to all those who 
competed this year. Miss O’Neill and Miss Miles were 
very proud! Other successes also included eight girls who 
went to the muddy but fun ISA national cross-country  
finals where Zoe Morrice managed 41st place out of 100  and led all the girls who 
made a valiant attempt to run the course despite the dreadful conditions. All of the 

girls deserve an accolade for doing their best and keeping upright in the    
slippery mud. The Juniors who took part in the Steyning walking races. On a 
very wet day Grace Garland came 5th in the Junior section of the race and 
Kezzi Blackmore-Saunders also came 5th but in the Senior section whilst   
Abbie Sayers won the Senior race.  

Anyone for Tennis ? 

 

Throughout the Summer all three teams played really well against the local 
opposition in the West  Sussex regional competition. The Year 8 team 
went one better and won the East Sussex area. The team consisted of 
Lauren Bishop, Amber Merahie, Eleanor and Darcy Inman. They then went 
through to the knockout stages of the Aegon national competition . Their 
first opponents were St. Bede’s from East Sussex and the girls managed 
to beat them which placed then as the best in Sussex. Unfortunately all 
good things must come to an end and they were subsequently knocked 
out by St George’s, Weybridge. 
Rounders 
 
The Rounders season proved to be very successful with both Year 9 and 
Year 10 winning their respective tournaments and leagues. Both Years 7 & 
8 were runners-up in their league but were unable to attend their age group tournaments as The Towers had 
already broken up for the Summer holidays! The Year 5 team were also delighted to win their first match. 



 

After a sad end to the Christmas term when both Carol Services had to be  cancelled due to the snow we could 
hardly believe our poor luck when the start of the Easter term saw a return of the same conditions. Although the 
majority of pupils couldn't get into The Towers, Amelia Grosmith-Long was among only a dozen or so pupils who 
were able to get in which was quite interesting for her as it was her first ever day at The Towers. So we decided 
to make the most of the available materials and the children were challenged to a design and technology compe-
tition. 'Build a snowman'. Mr Thomas got a little distracted and wasted time by getting involved in a snowball fight 
and some others seemed to be more interested in sledging on the baking trays provided by the school kitchen. 
However, three snowmen were produced: A snow queen by the staff, a snow angel by Lucy Emmanuel,  
Stephanie Clarke and Kay Barnley then by Fenella Burns and Harry Baker, a more traditional snowman. 

Healthy Competition 

 

As is inevitable during the year some staff moved on to pastures new 
and others, sadly, departed this earth. 
 
Those that left included Mr Thurston whose boundless enthusiasm 
was much appreciated,  Mrs Ranzetta whose quirky style had us all in 
stitches and Sister Fatima who went to Tanzania to carry on the     
missionary work with children who deserve her support.  Not forgetting 
Miss Goodchild and her dog Maizi-Mae who decided that it really was 
time to leave The Towers after her long association as, first a boarding 
pupil then a member of the Junior School, and she is now enjoying the 
warmth and sunshine of Thailand. 

Don Bristow  14th December 1932 to 30th November 2009 
 
It was with great sadness that we announced the death of one of The 
Towers’ faithful friends, Don Bristow. Many of you will know Nillie who has 
worked at The Towers for over 20 years. A few years ago, Don came to 
help his wife in her endeavours to keep our buildings shining and         
ship-shape. Don was the perfect gentleman, ever courteous and gracious 
with staff and pupils alike. An engineer by profession, he had travelled the 
world, was most knowledgeable on many subjects and an accomplished 
D.I.Y. man. (The extendable cob-web broom he made for the Sisters so 
that they could clean the chapel remains invaluable!) Two or three years 
ago, he showed great kindness to Mother Bernard, who was bedridden, 
by recording for her a DVD on The Towers and its present activities. Don 
cared greatly for the environment and always walked to work along the 
Henfield Road carrying a litter-picker, trying to keep clean our               
surroundings as well as our school. He loved animals and was one of 
Shep’s great friends as Don always carried a little reward in his pocket for 
him! The Towers has been poorer without Don’s presence. We pray that  

      he will know the joy of the Risen Lord.  

Farewells 



Marian Morgan  10th September 1938—12th April 2010 
 
The unexpected death of Marian in April shocked and deeply          
saddened us all. She had been teaching at The Towers until the last 
week of term, and no one had realised just how poorly she had been.   
After qualifying as a teacher, Marian had various teaching posts         
including Cottesmore Secondary and Boundstone. She then moved to 
St.Richard’s Bexhill-on-Sea, where she was Deputy Head to four       
successive Heads, travelling from Worthing to Bexhill every day. On 
hearing of her death, one Head teacher wrote, “What would I have 
done without Marian Morgan? Her calm presence and caring and   
supportive personality were invaluable. Marian never altered, always 
humble, calm, and working behind the scenes, reluctant to take any 
credit for her hard work and dedication; always available as a listening 
ear and for  offering caring advice.” 
 Marian took early retirement, and then in 1992, having moved to    
Upper Beeding village, she took a part-time post at The Towers, to 
which she brought all the incredible gifts mentioned above. She      
continued working until the last week of term, always anxious never to 
let anyone down. Her pupils loved her. As well as teaching, every   
Friday evening, she came for singing practice, and played every     
Saturday evening for Mass. Nothing was ever too much trouble. It   
appeared to us all as if Marian has stepped with the greatest of ease from this world to the next. Nothing of   
material value held her here. At her own avowal, she was hopeless with money and what she had she used to 
give other pleasure. The charities she supported were countless.  
Marian was an eternal student: having completed one diploma, she would begin studying for another. For many 
years Marian tended the tiny church of St.Botolph’s, for the Anglicans, arranging flowers there each week. But 
perhaps her greatest love was Nature. She was thrilled to see the first kingcup, the first lambs and swallows, to 
hear the first cuckoo. Her godson described her as an “outstanding twitcher.” And then there were her ever 
faithful dogs, constant companions.  
For Marian’s funeral, our chapel at The Towers was full to bursting point; in fact there was an overspill in the 
corridor—friends from far and near, old and young. One colleague had known Marian for 47 years, and there 
were 18 of our own retired Staff present. In his homily at the Requiem, Fr.Seán had these words to say: “True 
holiness isn’t in the occasional big things, which we can all screw ourselves up to do from time to time, but in 

the daily little things—to be forgetful of self and aware of the 
other, whether the other be God or our neighbour. It seems to 
me that Marian was particularly adept at this better sort of       
holiness… kindness and self-forgetfulness was an habitual 
state with her. Not for her the grand gesture, but a million 
small gestures that really made a difference to those whose 
lives she touched. Which is simply to say that she has left the 
world behind her a better place; would that that could be said 
of us all… The greatest thing we can do to remember and 
thank Marian for all she meant to us is to continue the sorts of 
things that she did. There must be a host of simple           
kindnesses that we can do every day; to encourage        
goodness and virtue in others by practising it ourselves… 
Surely better than any headstone or memorial is a legacy of 
goodness in all our hearts, and spreading out from here    
today… Here is the Easter candle, light in the darkness, 
death turned into life; at this funeral Mass, let us be           
determined to light candles in the darkness of this world, so 
that the world may continue to be a better place for it having 
contained Marian Morgan.” May she rest in the peace of 
Christ. 



 

Pupils in both the Junior and Senior Libraries were very excited by 
installation of  the new computerised system and the vast array of 
new books. The computer system relies on technology and in order 
to borrow a book it uses recognition of a thumbprint. Ms Hansell 
(Seniors) and Mrs Hanks (Juniors) both spent considerable time 
during the Easter holidays helped by other staff and Senior girls to 
ensure that both Libraries were up and running by the start of the 
Summer term. Many thousands of new books have been purchased 
and some of the more interesting old books have been archived. 
The PTA have provided the funding for the new system and some of 
the books and The Towers has contributed to more books and some 

more comfortable seating. As Year 11 prepared to leave they decided that they would donate books for future 
generations of Towers pupils to enjoy. This is an ongoing project as, despite all the modern alternatives, books 
are here to stay. There is nothing like feeling the pages as you turn them whilst engrossed in the latest holiday 
read or a classic novel. (Some may think that the use of thumbprints is worrying and will lead to something akin 
to George Orwell's '1984' but this is The Towers 2010 and it is simply fun to read.) 

Junior pupils at The Towers were set two challenges 
associated with World Book Week. The first was to 
dress up as character from any book from around the 
world and the second was to guess which author had 
written the books from where the teachers had chosen 

their characters. The staff      
arrived dressed as The BFG, 
Wi l l y  Wonka and Miss 
Trunchbull, to name but a few, 
so it didn't take the children long 
to decide that the staff          
characters were all from Roald 
Dahl books. An excellent way of 
encouraging the children to read 
and have fun too. 

National Poetry Day was celebrated at The Towers on Thursday October 7th, along with the rest of the nation. 
The theme was ‘HOME.’ Celebrating the day encouraged pupils to realise that poetry is wordplay. All children 
love rhymes and rhythms; but poetry also helps them to improve literacy, to articulate a story or argument, to 
deliver a punch line or a moral.  Throughout the day, pupils read a range of poetry on display within the ‘homely’ 
environment of the library which 8Alpha transformed to reflect the different rooms in a home. They did a       
marvelous job and created a lounge, dining room, kitchen and bedroom from items they brought in from their 
own homes (so thank you parents!) All that visited, enjoyed the relaxed experience of reflecting about what 
‘home’ is to them and then the freedom to write creatively about it. Their poems were displayed around the   
library and all entered into the school poetry competition. First prize was awarded to Jeannie Brown in Year 8. 

Big Brother 



The Towers “Old Girls’ Association” is now stronger than ever with past pupils and staff of many decades 
returning each year. The reunion is always held on the last Sunday of June and, thanks to the Towers site 
on ‘facebook’, this year about 120 past pupils came. Pupils from our former sister school ‘Walpole Lodge’ 
are still faithful to this gathering, and occasionally we have one or two from Tunbridge Wells. The day be-
gins with Mass at 11.30 a.m. for those who wish to come, followed by lunch on the lawn, weather permit-
ting, and meeting old friends. There is a chance to visit the school and this is followed by a more formal 
gathering. The day usually draws to a close with a strawberry tea. It is always lovely to see so many faces 
from the past.  So check our website www.towers.w-sussex.sch.uk and for those of you who are ‘facebook’ 
users simply search for the official site by typing in ‘The Towers’  
 
We would love to hear news about past pupils, their marriages, babies, successes and sadly, their deaths. 
It would be good to be able to devote a page of this publication to what has happened since they left The 
Towers but such news depends on the ex-pupils contacting us to let us know their news. If you are in touch 
with Pauline Price please let her have your news otherwise write to me at head@towers.w-sussex.sch.uk 
and we will endeavour to share your news here. 

Old Girls 

Lucie Woolley-Robinson 
 
It was with great sadness that we heard of the death of Lucie Woolley-Robinson. 
Lucie died on 24th October 2010. She left The Towers in 2000 and had fought 
bravely against her illness for many years, only some months ago accepting to 
have her foot amputated. Recently, she had great joy in a new found friend – a dog 
– who would do all he could to help make life easier for Lucie, even fetching the 
required items off supermarket shelves. Mrs. Robinson, her devoted carer for so 
many years, said it was hard to imagine how much she would miss Lucie: “She 
was always there for me, always kind, understanding, and a great listener.” We 
pray that Lucie will now know great joy and happiness in the peace and love of the 
Lord, and that Mrs. Robinson, Charlotte, (Lucie’s sister,) and the family will find 
comfort in their sorrow. Lucie’s funeral took place on Monday 1st November (All 
Saints day!) at Edburton Church, at 1.30 p.m.  Many of her past school friends 
were present.The service, for which Edburton Church was packed, was simple and 
beautiful, led by the Reverend Graham Jeffries. The final piece adapted by       
Graham from Pilgrim’s Progress concluded in this way, “I have taken my crutches 
and scars with me, to prove I have fought the good fight.” Of this there can be no 
doubt; Lucie could have done no more.  

The Towers Reading Challenge 
This academic year, The Towers has developed a Reading Scheme as a new, whole Senior School initia-
tive.  It is called THE READING CHALLENGE and is hoped to encourage ALL students to read regularly for 
pleasure. We believe that reading is crucial for our students' academic success and the Reading Challenge 
is being    introduced to help students to improve their reading levels according to their ability. The aim is to 
recognise and reward all the avid readers we currently have here at The Towers (and we know there are 
many of them!) by giving each one an award for what they enjoy. But we also want to encourage any reluc-
tant readers by setting this challenge - and to hopefully prove to them that reading fiction does not have to 
hurt!  
 
The challenge has three separate awards – Bronze, Silver and Gold. 
 
Each book read for a challenge will be rewarded with a merit mark and on the completion of a Bronze or 
Silver challenge, a certificate will be awarded in assembly 
 
The Gold Award – the toughest challenge - will be awarded with a Gold metal badge with the Lamp of 
Learning motif. This is what we hope all students will aim for and achieve by the time they leave The Tow-
ers. It will have a high profile and will be recognised as such at the girls’ next level of education. 
In a nutshell to gain a bronze award the girls have to read five books and complete five tasks. For the silver 
award they will need to read ten books and complete ten tasks whilst the demands for gold are to read a 
further fifteen book and complete ten more tasks. 

http://www.towers.w-sussex.sch.uk/�
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Harvest Festival 

Those of you familiar with ‘Towers News’ will appreciate that the news encompasses most of the events 
and outings which happen at The Towers from the start of the second half of the Christmas Term to the last 
day of the first of that term the following year. So the last event to happen before we broke up before half 
term was the Junior Harvest Festival. The theme was ‘from around the world’ so that each class was able 
to interpret this in its own way. The altar frontal was a collage of fishes put together by the artistic Mrs 
Hoare and the produce was all sold back to the parents and grandparents who had provided it in the first 
place! The proceeds from the sale came to a total of £425 and this money was given to CAFOD. 



Lucky Children 

Miss Wild and Miss Miles were delighted to discover that 
when they returned to school in September  the old stables 
which had previously been used as garages and a laundry 
had been re-roofed and completely re-fitted during the     
summer holiday to provide a PE changing room, disabled  
toilet, shower and a Home Economics room.  Before half term 
the building was blessed by resident priest, Father Tony    
Lovegrove, and officially opened by Head Chef of 'Bibendum' restaurant in London, Matthew Harris.      
Matthew began his education at The Towers some years ago and still maintains a connection as his niece, 
Kay Sheriden, is in Year 4. He returned to The Towers on October 12th when he not only opened the  
building but taught the girls from Years 10 and 11 how to cook a delicious smoked haddock risotto followed 
by Iles Flottante.  Earlier in the day Father Tony also blessed and opened our new Chaplaincy room. 

First the procession…. 

Then the blessing….. Followed by the cutting of the ribbon 

Matthew demonstrates Egg separation is tricky 



 

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS  
February 5th 2011 

PAST PUPILS AND STAFF REUNION  
26th June 2011 

OPEN MORNING FOR PROSPECTIVE 
PARENTS – 16th November 2011 

Registered Charity No.229394 

Welcome! 

Ms Landells -  Year 4 Mrs Atkinson - Year 6 Mrs Hardy - Year 6 

Mrs Finn -  Geography Mrs Shepherd - 
English and History 

Mrs Green - 
R.E. and Senior Chaplain 

Mrs Busby - Science 
& H.E. Technician 

Mrs Taswell—Library, 
Art & D.T. Technician 

Mrs Emmanuel - After 
School  Care Assistant 


