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Welcome 
Welcome to this edition of ‘Towers News’ which covers most events from Christmas half-term 2011 to 
Christmas half-term 2012. When I first took over the publication in 2003 it was a much smaller affair 
with fewer photographs but now ‘like Topsy’ it has grown and this, my last ‘Towers News’, is more like 
the size of my MA thesis except I do hope that it is far more interesting to read! I would like to thank 
everyone who has contributed articles and photographs with particular thanks to Jason Relf who has 
used his considerable IT skills to assemble the finished booklet and to Sister Mary Andrew for her 
invaluable proof-reading ability. 

Carole Baker MA Headmistress 
 
 

 

Celebrating the Harvest 
 

The theme of the Junior School Harvest 
festival in 2011 was ‘Colours’. The 
Nursery children made a beautiful 
rainbow altar frontal and also presented 
a very different rendition of ‘somewhere 
over the rainbow’, whilst modelling club 
produced  some  wonderful  sunflowers 
for the chapel windowsills. Harvest 
colours were celebrated through songs 
including     a     few     old     favourites 
‘Cauliflowers fluffy and cabbages green’ 
and ‘Colours of Day’. The choir and its 
various sub-sections sang a beautiful 
and most appropriate harvest hymn 
entitled ‘Give Thanks’. The remainder 
of  the  service  contained  some  lovely 

elements:  poems written by Year 6; an 
amusing enactment of ‘The Enormous 
Turnip’ by Reception and Year 1; a 
percussion piece called ‘Chinese 
Lanterns’ built on a pentatonic scale 
composed and performed by Year 4; 
Joseph      and      his      multi-coloured 
dream-coat by Year 3; Year 4’s ‘Food 
Colours’ song which fitted in wonderfully 
with the theme and a beautifully 
choreographed angel fish dance 
presented by Year 2. As usual parents 

 

and grandparents were very 
generous in their contributions and 
after the service the children 
collected the produce so that Year 6 
were able to run the annual Harvest 
sale which raised a total of £471.47 
to be divided between CAFOD and 
Chestnut Tree House, (our local 
hospice for very sick children). 



Show Jumping—How the 2011 season ended 
 

The last competition of the NSEA season in November 
2011 saw The Towers Show Jumping Team at Golden 
Cross  Equitation Centre,  East  Sussex.  The  competition 
was hosted by Bishop Bell School and drew an enormous 
number of entries from schools in East and West Sussex, 
Surrey, Kent and London - over one hundred riders in each 
of the first three classes! New to the Riding Team were 
Catherine    Barnwell    and    Holly    Frazier-Mills.    They 
joined Georgina Dunlavey and  Annabelle Grimes  in  the 
70cm class and both girls rode a great debut round to help 
secure   6th   place   for   The   Towers.   This   was   a 
well-deserved result in a huge class. In the 80cm class 
there was more success as the team - Hattie Shoosmith, Annabelle Grimes, Catherine Barnwell and 
Holly Frazier-Mills scooped 5th place in the face of stiff competition, in a busy and hard fought class. 
Special mention is deserved for Annabelle Grimes who had just re-joined the Riding Team after time 
out for a leg operation and who rode two super rounds in the first two classes helping the teams to 
their fifth and sixth places. The final success of the day came in the 90cm class with Elspeth 
Williams and her horse, Gloria. They claimed third place over a twisty, testing course. 
We are very proud of all of the Riding Team - the riders were beautifully turned out (sporting poppies 
for Remembrance Sunday) and a credit to the school. This was the first competition under the 

captaincy of Katie Harris who rode an excellent two 
rounds in the 80cm and 90cm on her young horse, 
Whip. Not everyone took home a rosette but they 
should all be very proud that they were part of a 
successful team and can all be depended upon to 
give of their best and to support their school friends. 
As with all events we recognise the support of the 
ever patient and helpful Mums and Dads in particular 
Deidre and Peter Dunlavey as well as the loyalty of 
the Team Trainer, Kathy Willard. 

 
 
 

 

Speak Out! 
 

The Towers Public Speaking Team entered the Shoreham and Southwick Rotary Club Competition 
‘Youthspeaks’ and were delighted with their result. They regularly win but on this occasion it was a 
‘clean sweep’ as they came first in all sections: best Chairperson (Georgia Fowler-Burtwell); best 
speaker (Sophie Sparkes); best vote of thanks (Daisy Parker) and, of course, best team! Their theme 
was ‘The Importance of Funding for the Arts’ and they were prepared by Dr Martyn and Mrs 

Sparkes.  The Rotary Club judges said 
that the girls had been inspirational and 
had given an excellent presentation 
where  the  audience  would  not  have 
dared not to pay attention and that they 
should all look to politics as a career. 
Another judge, Dr Jackie Gordon, 
summed up the performance by saying 
that The Towers were just ‘dead good!’ 
The girls had all worked very hard to 
prepare  for  this  competition  and 
deserved their triumph because, as 
Winston  Churchill  is  reputed  to  have 
said, “if we are not fighting for the arts 
then what are we fighting for?” 



Fly me to the Moon! 
 

Within the space of a couple of weeks two science teachers really engaged with the solar system. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Science is a subject requiring observation and experimentation, which is rather difficult when you're 
studying the moon and solar system. So it was wonderful that Miss Pope was able to arrange for a 
visit from the 'moon rocks' so that pupils, parents and staff had the opportunity to explore space in a 
hands-on way through the study of lunar rocks and meteorites. These specimens are from materials 
used in scientific research and are loaned out through one of the national research councils to 
schools and universities. Year 8 studied the lunar rocks as part of their investigations into how the 
moon was formed and the meteorites provided evidence of how the solar system evolved. The girls 
were all enthused and engaged by their learning - they even discussed how the lunar rocks provided 
evidence that the Apollo missions really took place! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Other year groups also had the opportunity to study these fabulous rocks, which were at The 
Towers for a second year. GCSE classes focused on 'how scientists work' when they discovered 
how the meteorites are studied as part of research into the early evolution of the solar system. Year 
3 also studied the meteorites - they discovered the differences between space rocks and earth rocks 
and then recorded their learning by writing poetry! Finally all pupils, their parents and even pupils 
from other local schools had the opportunity to study the samples in a well-attended Open Evening. 

 
Only a few weeks prior to the visit of the ‘moon rocks’ Dr Landells had joined a group of like-minded 
people  at  London  Gatwick  for  a  four  hour  flight  to  see  the  Northern  Lights.  On  board  was 
astronomer Pete Lawrence, who appears on the BBC 'Sky at Night' TV programme as their 
observing expert. After a short presentation about the night sky the aircraft took off and headed 
northwards, as directly as possible, over Aberdeen and the Shetland Isles to a point in the North 
Atlantic between the UK and Icelandic airspace. During the flight the cabin lights were dimmed for 
the group to watch the Northern Lights display and all aboard swapped seats so that everyone had 
a window seat at various times throughout the flight. Dimming of the cabin and aircraft navigation 
lights meant an almost total black out and a very dark cabin! The astronomers guided them through 
a star-studded sky, so rarely seen through the polluted skies of Britain. Both Orion and the Plough 
seemed very close. 

Later in November Year 8 made their annual visit to The 
Observatory at Herstmonceux as part of their ‘Journey into 
Space’ science topic. The girls found out about the history of 
astronomy  at  the  site,  as  well  as  how  the  two  types  of 
telescope work. This was followed by the challenge of working 
in groups to make their own telescopes. The prize was to be 
able to bring the best telescope to school, so there was fierce 
competition between the groups – the top team came from 
Miss Pope’s science class! In between these activities the girls 
explored the hands-on physics exhibits. 

Visits like these really do bring science alive. 



Practice makes perfect! 
 

Senior girls were coached by Miss O'Neill to victory in a County 
Gymnastics Competition held locally at Davison School in Worthing. For 
the first year, in my time as Head, the girls won both the paired floor and 
the group floor sections of the competition. The theme was interpretation 
of music and Zoe Morrice and Maddy Brooks, who are superb dancers, 
were able to transfer their naturally graceful movements to their gym 
routine. The group floor team consisted of Tayler Gilbert, Lizzie Parker, 
Chiara Powell, Nancy Holt, Ella Morrice and Katie Harris. Together they 
produced a dynamic, creative and highly synchronised routine which was performed almost 
perfectly at the competition. Chloe Ellman-Baker from Year 7 attended almost every rehearsal to 
be responsible for their music. Congratulations to them all and special thanks to Miss O'Neill who 
gave up so much time to ensure that they were ready. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   Victorians for the day  
Year 5 experienced rural Victorian times when they changed their dress and carried out role play 
activities that showed what it was like to be alive when Victoria was on the throne. 
They made and cooked dropped scones on an open fire griddle, made beds and polished brass. 
They went on a Victorian walk as if going off to school and along their route they saw the village 
pump, barns with agricultural equipment, the shire horses in their stables and the Tamworth sow with 
her new litter of piglets in the field shelter. It was a beautiful autumnal day with the sun shining 
through the dappled changing colour leaves of the trees and fields. The day ended at the local 
village school with typical lessons being taught by a not too strict teacher, drill and marching in the 
playground. The Weald and Downland Museum near Chichester provided the wonderful opportunity 
for the class to experience life in rural Victorian times and they were able to compare the differences 
with what they have today. They all agreed it would have been hard work for children back then! 

 
 

 

Visit to the Synagogue 
 

 

In November as part of their world faith 
month on Judaism the Junior School visited 
Hove Synagogue. 



Dancing Feet 
 

November 30th is not only St Andrew’s 
day but also Founder’s Day at The 
Towers  and  we  celebrated  the  day 
with an uplifting Mass followed by inter 
-house dance. The Mass opened with 
a  role  play  featuring the  first  seven 
Sisters with examples of all the good 
works they carried out and still do to 
this day. Zofia Reeves and Nancy Holt 
delighted us with a psalm, the Choral 

Speakers read the first reading, 
Year 10 welcomed the offertory 
with a dance and the musicians 
accompanied the hymns. After 
lunch the Seniors all settled 
down to be entertained with 
some, in the words of Mrs 
Goldsmith “really professional 
dances” – Mrs Stredwick and 
Mrs Goldsmith both judged the 

various categories and managed to come up with a decision, although it was 
such a difficult competition to judge. Girls from all ages took part and it was super to see that 

some girls, who had only joined our school in September, were happy to get up and perform. There 
were lots of highlights but in the end there had to be a winner and it was Howard house. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing Award Year   2   enjoyed   writing   different 
types of riddles in Literacy. The 
children then selected their favourite 
riddles to send off to the Young 
Writers 'My First Riddle' competition. 
They  were  very  excited  when Mrs 
Baldwin received     the     wonderful 
news that all of the children had their 
riddles selected to go into the 'My 
First  Riddle  2011  -  Southern 
Rhymes' book which was published 
early in 2012. A copy of the book will 
be kept in the British Library, as a 
lasting record of the children's 
achievement,  and   we   also   were 
given a copy for the Junior School 
library. The girls were delighted and 
thrilled to receive also a bookmark 
and a certificate as a reward for their 
outstanding success! 



Beauty and The Beast 
 

In December Senior girls performed ‘Beauty 
and the Beast’ with music by Alan Menken 
and lyrics by Howard Ashman and Tim Rice. 
The musical tells a “tale as old as time” where 
a prince is turned into a terrifying beast (Daisy 
Parker) for his lack of compassion and it is 
Belle (Nancy Holt), a vibrant intelligent young 
woman who wants more out of life than an 
ordinary existence, who finds his warm, loving 
heart buried beneath the gruff exterior. All of 
the characters: Gaston (Phoebe Murphy- 
Dunn), the egotistical, ultra masculine villain 
determined  to  marry  Belle;  Lefou  (Georgia 
Fowler-Burtwell) Gaston’s sidekick; Maurice (Zofia Reeves), Belle’s eccentric father; Cogsworth 
(Megan Lodge) the Prince’s Butler, an enchanted clock; Lumiere (Mairead Garland), a debonair 
enchanted candlelabra; Mrs Potts (Betsy English), the enchanted teapot; Babette & Arlette (Lucy 
Brouwer, Stephanie Clarke) the feather-dusters and the many other inhabitants of the castle are 
‘over-the-top’ and required the girls to develop acting styles which did not come easily to them. 

However, thanks to the skills of Mrs 
Sparkes, the director, and Mrs Gray, the 
musical director, the performances were 
simply superb and as one member of the 
audience said “worthy of the West End” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Typical Towers 
 

Despite their busy schedules at the end of a 
truly manic term Mrs Gray and fifty girls from 
the  Senior  Choir  responded  to  DJ  Chris 
Evans’ request to record ‘Wherever you are’; 
the song composed for Gareth Malone and 
the Military wives choir. In just over two hours 
on the last Wednesday of term they all stayed 
behind and rehearsed and recorded the song 
dedicated to the troops abroad. The recording 
was done at the pupils’ request and we were 
delighted when we heard that their recording 
was played on Radio 2 on the last morning of the term. The school was inundated with 
messages of congratulations. A past pupil sent a message as her brother is in the army 
and was really moved by The Towers performance of the song. Nancy Holt was the 
soloist. 
You can listen to the choir singing ‘Wherever You Are’ by either scanning the QR code or 
by entering the following  address into your web browser: 
http://www.towers.w-sussex.sch.uk/PageFiles/News%20pages/WhereEverYouAre.aspx 

http://www.towers.w-sussex.sch.uk/PageFiles/News%20pages/WhereEverYouAre.aspx


We will not be beaten! 
In a school whose Head has the surname Baker it is 
hardly surprising that food features high on the list of 
priorities. However, when the staff challenge each other 
to bake the best cake this really is ‘the icing on the cake!’ 
Following a Senior inter-house ‘Master Chef’ competition 
before half term the Junior pupils too wanted to have their 
own competitive bake-off. As soon as Nursery Manager, 
Mrs Hayley Reader-Robertson, and Year 4 teacher, Mrs 
Hoare, heard about the bake-off they challenged each 
other to see who could bake the best cake with a bonfire 
night theme. They sold raffle tickets to raise money for 
cystic fibrosis and the Junior children and staff all voted to 
decide the winning cake. In the meantime Mrs Baker and 
her husband were baking Pudsey Bear cakes to raise 

money for Children in Need whilst the Year 5 and 6 baked cakes and Years 3 and 4 baked biscuits 
for Mrs Baker to judge. They were all delicious but sampling twenty or so cakes and a dozen 
biscuits was quite a challenge so she was joined by a second Mrs Baker, our lovely Junior School 
Assistant, and together they decided on an amazing chocolate roulade for first place cooked by 
Tabitha Craig and Sofija Standing then for second place a moist and delicious chocolate cake with 
purple icing and sparklers cooked by Mattea Leow and Betsey Hodgkinson. The biscuit winners 
were Ellie Nicholson in Year 3 and Laura Rogers in Year 4. By sheer coincidence all of the winners 
were in Campion House apart from Mattea and Betsey whose purple icing identified them as 
winners from Clitherow. The adult winner was Mrs Reader-Robertson with her chocolate bonfire 
cake complete with an indoor firework. In total £321 was raised for cystic fibrosis and £120 for 
Children in Need. 

 
Very soon afterwards the Home Economics department 
challenged Key Stage 3 girls to a Christmas cake 
competition. Although girls from Years 7, 8 and 9 were 
able to enter it was the Year 7 and 8 girls who excelled 
themselves and chose some exceptional recipes. They 
were well-organised and enthusiastic. The winning cake 
was a marshmallow winter wonderland created by Chloe 
Ellman-Baker  in  Year  7  with  second  place  going  to 
Jessica Yorke-Johnson in 8Alpha and joint third place to 
Georgie Walker and Francesca Way who were both in 8A. 

 

 

How Enterprising! 
 

Towards the end of term Ms Lowe organised an enterprise afternoon which involved the hidden talents 
of many of our staff including dough dollies and sugar craft to name but two. The profit from the 
afternoon amounted to £120 and was donated to the Ufefe Nursery School in Soweto to help to fund a 

school building. 
 

 
 

Tired but happy girls did amazingly well at this 
busy time of year, as well as their school work 
they sang at Covent Garden and The Holmbush 
Centre (where they raised £372 in just over an 
hour for Homeless projects). They also brought joy 
to residents at Valerie Manor and Croft Meadow 
singing Carols for them and all of this in addition to 
many performances of ‘Beauty and the Beast.’ 



Bazaar and Winter Ball 
 

 

The Christmas term as always was very 
busy for the PTA as they prepared not 
only for the bazaar but also for the Junior 
Winter Ball. The decorations in the hall 
for the Bazaar and the Winter Ball were 
amazing and both events, predictably, 
were very successful. The additional 
decorations provided by the Senior Art 
Club simply added to the ambience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Carol Services 
 

Whilst we would love to have one 
Carol Service that all parents, 
pupils and staff could attend we 
have to be realistic and as a 
consequence we have resorted to 
four! The first two are early in the 
last week of term and are for the 
Junior pupils and their parents 
whilst the other two are on the 
last day of term and are for the 
Senior  girls  and  their  families. 

Each one is a mixture of traditional readings and carols as well as more modern items too. The 
Junior Carol Service always includes a nativity tableau and 2011 was no exception. 

 

 

Happy Trio! More cakes? All in a good cause 
 

Throughout Towers News you will see various 
mentions of the PTA – we cannot thank them 
enough   for   their   support   and   enthusiasm. 

Through their many 
fund-raising events 
they add to the 
experience that we 
are able to provide 
for the children and 
one such example is 
the enjoyment seen 
as  three  Towers 
Tots use their new 
bike! 

 

Following  a  presentation 
by   St   John   Ambulance 
and Ayesha Templeman, 
Year  4  held  a  cake sale 
and raised £106.50. The 
proceeds  from   the   sale 
 

helped Ayesha to raise 
funds to travel to India 
with a group of young 
St John cadets to take 
equipment and work in 
a school out there. 



Cutting it fine! 
The ski party travelled out to Les Menuires resort, in France on the 17th December to find that it 
was snowing heavily across the mountainous region. It then snowed and snowed and snowed! 
Over a metre of snow fell throughout the week. The girls had a fantastic time on the slopes in 
their ski lessons. All learned new skills and had plenty of time to play in the magical white 
powdery stuff. Apres-ski included a great bum boarding evening where they started descending in 
ones, then twos, then fours and eventually a train of twenty - their very own version of ‘Wipe Out’. 
The annual and inevitable 'black bin bag' game emerged on another evening where the Towers 
girls definitely showed the neighbouring group from  Farlington how to dress up! Their costumes 
showed  great  imagination  and  ingenuity 
and ranged from a frog to a cow; they 
included Pat Butcher (may she rest in 
peace!) Justin Bieber and even the Olsen 
twins as well as an excellent Harry Potter! 
There were even a few versions of Miss 
Miles found wandering around the hotel! 
On another evening the girls enjoyed 
devising their own exotic non-alcoholic 
cocktail drinks (some tasted better than 
others!) and the final night was a disco 
where they joined up with several other 
schools. It was a great trip and, despite 
fears to the contrary, all pupils were safely 
reunited with their families on Christmas 
Eve. 

 

Clearly Amazing! 
The 2012 NSEA Season began well for the team with 
their first event on Saturday 14th January at Sands 
Farm Equitation Centre in Warnham. Despite freezing 
weather conditions that didn't rise above zero degrees 
for most of the day, the girls and their ponies turned 
out to represent the school in the biggest competition 
in our area to date. The Towers Red Team consisting 
of Katie Harris (Captain), Catherine Barnwell, Holly 
Frazier-Mills and  Gabby Morris had a  fantastic day 
with four clear rounds in the 80cm in a fast enough 
time to take 4th place. This was a real achievement in 

such a large and competitive class which consisted of 18 teams and 20 individuals. The day saw a 
number of clears from our teams and individuals including Catherine Barnwell in the 70cms, Alex 
Wright in the 80cm and Gabby Morris in the 90cm. Rachel Laurence, Georgina Dunlavey and 
Elspeth Williams also rode for the school and were unlucky to pick up enough faults for them not to 
be placed on this occasion. 

 

 

Badminton 
In  mid-January the  Badminton team  won  the  under  16 
Southern Area Partnership Tournament. The team 
consisted of Sofia Reeves, Lucy Brouwer, Megan Lodge 
and Elysia Taylor (who regularly represents Sussex at this 
sport) from Year 7. This was a great win for the girls 
particularly when  Megan,  due  to  unforeseen 
circumstances, was ‘drafted in’ moments before they had 
to leave! All girls played and fought extremely well in each 
of their matches. Sadly the tournament trophy had been 
temporarily misplaced so the girls only returned home with 
certificates! 



Best in County 
 

Academically,  2012   certainly  began  well 
when we realised that GCSE grades of the 
2011 leavers meant that we were named as 
the  best  in  West  Sussex  for  our  results. 

GCSE League Tables published 

26/01/2012 

5 A*‐C in English 

and Maths 

Obviously  we  were  delighted  for  the  girls 
who  achieved  such  pleasing results 
alongside all of their other achievements in 
sport, music, drama and community service. 
The  staff  give  100%  dedication  and  their 
reward  is  this  100%  pass  rate.  It  is  well- 
researched   that   girls   perform   better   in 
single-sex schools particularly in maths and 
science – this is borne out by our maths pass 
rate at A* and A which was 61% whereas the 
comparable figure nationally is 16.5%. 
However, the tables themselves tell you very 
little - were you to look at our value added 
scores the information would be even more 
impressive and far more useful to parents. A 
value-added score indicates how the girls 
have improved between Year 7 and Year 11 
and would show that our girls achieve two to 
three GCSE grades higher than is predicted 
when they join us. Now that is VERY 
impressive! 

The Towers Convent School                                     100% 

Christ's Hospital                                                            97% 

Hurstpierpoint College                                                 97% 

Lancing College                                                             95% 

Our Lady of Sion School                                               92% 

Burgess Hill School for Girls                                        89% 

Worth School                                                                 88% 

Ardingly College                                                            86% 

Millais School                                                                 85% 

St Paul's Catholic College                                             84% 

 
Bishop Luffa Church of England                                 83% 

Farlington School                                                          81% 

Shoreham College                                                         74% 

Downlands Community School                                  72% 

Warden Park School                                                     72% 

The Forest School                                                         71% 

Lavant House                                                                 71% 

Seaford College                                                             71% 
 

 

Reading for pleasure 
One often reads in the press 
that children no longer enjoy 
reading and instead prefer to 
watch TV or play computer 
games. At The Towers this 
is not true. Thanks to 
generous donations from 
parents, the Book Fair and 
the PTA, the Junior Library 
has increased in popularity 
and is a favourite place to go 

and relax for a lunch play. The children have access to a wide variety of reading materials, which 
include the popular Aquila magazine funded by the PTA. 
This enthusiasm for reading is reflected in the Senior School as you will read later in this edition. 

 

 

Climbing High! 
 

As part of their mountain topic, Year 6 
experienced the  importance of  relying 
on each other in a team at the Climbing 
wall in the Adur Centre. All challenged 
themselves to reach their personal limit 
and some got to the top, encouraged 
and cheered by their team. The climbers 
were roped in and secured by their own 
classmates – a fantastic lesson in trust! 



good fun, laughs and 
showmanship. The event 
meant that we were 
 

Awarded a try! 
Hermione  Caddick  of  Steyning  celebrated  her  success  in  the  selection  in 
February for the South of England U15 ladies rugby divisional squad. Hermione, 
who is fourteen, has been playing full contact rugby since the age of seven and 
was delighted to chosen from seventy girls from the Sussex County Team to go 
through the SE squad where she will compete against teams from other regions. 
Despite Hermione's slight build she plays as a full-back and trains at least twice a 
week, sometimes more frequently. It just shows that no doors are closed to 
determined young women! 

 

 
 

Lent had not yet started 
As usual, for Lent, we supported Cabrini, a 
charity which provides wide ranging services 
to children, young people, families and adults 
with learning disabilities. Their mission is to 
encourage, inspire and support individuals to 
find  their  way  in  the  world  and  to  provide 
caring homes for adoption. Last year they 
enabled fifty children to find new and loving 

homes. 
The first of the 
events to 
support Cabrini 
was a cake sale 
organised      by 
Year 7 and their 
form teachers. 
There was a 
delicious range 
of   cakes   and 

cookies and in total they raised £105. All 
events during the Lenten period contributed to 
the  grand  total  taken  to  Worth  Abbey  in 
March. The events organised by Mrs Green 
and the Chaplaincy Prefects even included a 
talent show. 

 

Planning Proposal 
Year 5 for part of their Geography work braved 
the weather to carry out a traffic survey by the 
roundabout   of   the   Shoreham   to   Steyning 
section of the A283. They then went along to 
the abandoned site of the once thriving 
Shoreham Cement Works to field-sketch. All of 

Comperes beyond compare! 
 

There is clearly no shortage of 
talent at The Towers!     The 
Talent Show turned out to be 
an opportunity for some really 

 

 
 
 

entertained by fabulous 
musicians,  dancers,  poetry recitals and comic 
interludes.    Compѐres   Phoebe Murphy-Dunn 
and Georgia Fowler-Burtwell held the 
proceedings together with humour and energy, 
putting the judges on the spot and providing 
plenty of laughter. Thanks too, to all the Year 11 
girls who worked frantically behind the scenes 
collecting entrance fees, arranging music cues 
and counting votes.     Quite apart from the 
wonderful entertainment, the serious business of 
fundraising was hugely successful too as the 
show raised £200 for a very good cause. 
Congratulations to the Year 8 group who took 
second place with their hilarious spoof of ‘High 
School  Musical’  whilst  Mia  Frost  was  a 
deserving winner with her rendition of Mumford 
and Sons ‘Winter Winds’ which she sung 
beautifully as she played the mandolin. Mia took 
us all by surprise with her very professional and 
remarkably calm performance.   We expect to 
see much more of her in the next few years. It 
was a wonderful way to end a busy week. 
 
 

 
Miss Bunting and 

this formed part of the planning proposal that 
they are working on. Their aim was to put 
forward suggestions for alternative uses of this 
site  that  has  been  abandoned  for  the  last 
twenty years or so. 

Double Trouble Miss Pope graduated 
together but at 
different levels. Miss 
Bunting our trainee 
from last year gained 
her PGCE whereas 
our very own Miss 
Pope completed her 
MA. (to add to her 
previous MA  and 
MSc) 



Was it Worth it? 
 

There were many other events to support Cabrini including the Juniors filling boxes with loose 
change and in all close to £500 was raised. Each year a Liturgy of Celebration for all the schools of 
the diocese is held at Worth Abbey to enable the schools to present their cheques for the funds they 
have raised for Cabrini. This year, thanks to Mrs Vernon, The Towers was honoured to be invited to 
play a major role in this Liturgy with Juniors acting as Altar Servers and Banner Bearers whilst Mrs 
Gray and a team of Senior pupils were responsible for leading the music, including a wonderful 
rendition of the psalm by Nancy Holt and Zofia Reeves. Thanks to Mrs Green for her involvement in 
the event and for her organisation of the Senior girls who acted as Ushers. In total Cabrini received 
£8000 from Arundel and Brighton Schools which will help in their goal to provide clean water for 
children in Uganda so that children there do not have to walk over a mile simply to collect water. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Romeo, Romeo... 
 

The whole of the Junior School with the exception of 
the Nursery went to The Hawth Theatre in Crawley. 
Years 3 to 6 went to see Shakespeare4Kids production 
of Romeo and Juliet together with Year 7 whilst 
Reception, Year 1 and 2 were in The Hawth Studio to 
see 'Great Gran's Great Games'. This tells the story of 
Ollie’s extraordinary Great Gran, who may not be able 
to run, jump and skate like he can, but did compete in 
the London Olympic Games in 1948. 

 

 
 

Stargazing 
 

Intrepid Year 5 voyagers journeyed to the South Coast 
Planetarium at Chichester to stargaze and to be filled 
with awe and wonder. They were able to sit back and 
gaze up into the dome of the Planetarium as the 
evening sky was projected above them. Venus, Jupiter 
and almost a full moon were visibly seen. Then the 
light pollution was reduced still further as if the crew 
were in the countryside seeing a clear night’s sky full of 
a twinkling stars. 
Once back down to earth the 
class  asked  all  manner  of 

space questions and Dr Mason answered fully and with enthusiasm and 
interest. Space exploration was viewed from the NASA space site and 
the amazing views from the Hubble space telescope seeing in particular 
how the Icelandic volcano erupted and the passage of both the lava 
and the cloud of dust that affected northern Europe. The fantastic treat 
for the class was to view one of only four models in existence in the 
world of the complete surface of the moon and to handle pieces of 
meteorite many millions of years ago that entered our earth’s 
atmosphere, cooled and hardened. An amazing trip that kept the girls 
orbiting through space all the way back to school! Towers to Earth can 
you read us? 



Stop the traffic—Youth Conference 
 

Early in February Ms Hansell and Mrs Hodgkinson took ten pupils from Years 7 to 10 to join 250 
pupils from across the South East to attend a Youth Conference held at Windlesham School 
about Human Trafficking. Its aim was to inspire young people to be a force for good in their 
schools  and  communities  in  our  Olympic  year  and  to  make  a  difference  in  the  world  as 
‘Tomorrow’s Leaders’. It really was an inspirational afternoon. Speakers included Tim Loughton, 
MP and Minister for Children and Families; Luke Lancaster, an extraordinary young entrepreneur 
who recently became the first person from the British Isles to receive the World of Children 
Honorary Award referred to as the ‘Nobel Prize’ for young people; Ruth Dearnley, CEO of STOP 
THE TRAFFIK, and Catherine Bearder MEP. A year 7 girl, Maisey Redman, was among the 
pupils who went and just before half term she, along with Francesca Collier and Isabella Curd, 
organised an assembly at school in order to share with everyone the extent of the problem. It was 
also an opportunity for the girls to have a preview of the new single by ‘LZ7 feat. Matt Redman, 27 
Million’ which was released later in the month. Maisey directed the girls to the A21 website where 
they could find 21 suggestions of things to do to help raise awareness. One idea was to buy a 
wristband to wear to show support for the cause. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boys Boarding? 
 

The youngest addition to the boarders was Freddie. He is a Jack 
Russell cross and belongs to Granny Ma. He is quite a cheeky 
fellow and proved a real hit with the girls! At this point it seems 
most appropriate to say farewell and 
thank  you  to  Granny  Ma,  (Mrs 
Adrienne Alton) – her care and 
fondness of all of the boarders will be 
sadly missed but with the cessation of 
weekly   boarding   and   a   move   to 
flexi-boarding her skills were no longer 
needed. We had expected that she 
might have enjoyed a well-deserved 
retirement but being a glutton for 
punishment she has moved to another 
boarding school in Oxfordshire. 

 

 
 

Name that bird! 
 
The Juniors all took part in a RSPB bird survey which prompted a 
photo competition. The entries were judged by the nursery staff who 
were impressed with the range of birds and the detail that some of the 
photographs showed. Anna Sayers’ shots which showed a range of 
close-ups of birds that she managed to photograph in her Nana and 
Grandad's garden and Izabella Hills' single photograph of a Blackbird 
and its background were the winners. It proved quite difficult to take a 
close-up of a bird in your garden - they don't stay still for long! 



Fishbourne Roman Palace 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 3 enjoyed a wonderful day at Fishbourne 
Roman Palace. They participated in a superb workshop which allowed 
them to  experience Roman writing, games, building, role-play and 
weaving. They all had the opportunity to dress up as Romans which 
really got them in the mood. The year groups collaborated brilliantly 
together and produced some marvellous sketches of the artefacts and 
mosaics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worthy winners! 
Although many girls took part in the Worthing Festival only a few were happy to appear in a 
photograph. Why do Towers girls want to hide their light under a bushel? 
Two of the girls in the photograph went through to the Championship for their age group and 
section - Ella Heryet in Year 5 and Alice Rogers in Year 7 although Georgia Brown in Year 10 was 
also asked to be put forward to be a champion of champions! Florence Chapman won the versatility 
class where she had to play both 
violin and piano and beat other 
competitors with far more 
experience. Alice and her sister 
Laura had five trophies and three 
medals between them whilst Louisa 
Margodt and Harriet Percival- 
Watkins proudly showed  off their 
certificates along with  Lucy 
Skepper who managed a very 
creditable  third  in  a  scripture 
reading class where all of the other 
competitors were adults. 

 

 

Creative Writer 
Nine-year-old Madeline Willis in Year 5 was thrilled to learn that her 
story ‘The Lost Cubs’ written in the last couple of days of half-term 
and inspired by ‘The Midnight Fox’ by Betsy Byars made it through 
not only to the first stage of the Chris Evans Breakfast Show 500 
WORDS competition,  (the competition received 74,000 entries and 
Maddy’s was in the top 2,000, which is a brilliant achievement) but it 
was then sent to the National Literacy Trust for the second stage of 
the judging process where her story made it through to the last fifty. 
This  meant  that  Madeline  and  the  rest  of  her  family  (including 
Harriet in Year 2) were invited to Hay on Wye Book Festival as 
guests  of  BBC2  Radio  presenter Chris  Evans.  Madeline’s story 
along with the other forty-nine winners was read out at the festival. 
They also attended Chris Evans' sell-out interview with head judge, 
David Walliams, and the next morning they were in the audience for 
a live broadcast of the Chris Evans Breakfast Show! Madeline had a 
fabulous time and met a number of famous authors. 



Healthy Chocolate 
 

An assembly on fair trade produce led by Senior 
School Teacher, Ms Lowe, accompanied by Year 10 
girls, heralded the start of fairtrade fortnight. The tuck 
shop ‘staff’ and Year 9 helpers held a fairtrade coffee 
morning. Many of the cakes to accompany the teas 
and coffees were baked by the girls using only fair 
trade ingredients or were donated by the Co-op. As if 
this wasn't exciting enough Mrs Miarkowska brought 
in  a  chocolate  fountain  and  sold  masses  of  fruit 
kebabs dipped in fair trade chocolate. She was ably assisted by Mrs Skepper who managed to 
cover herself almost entirely in chocolate. The drips of chocolate, which decorated the floor of the 
main entrance hall, have now been cleaned up as has Mrs Skepper! The funds raised, plus the 
surplus made from sales in the fair trade tuck shop, amounted to £200 and were sent to Ufefe 
Nursery School in Soweto which is supported by The Towers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wacky Reading 
World book day at The Towers saw lots of 
very   inventive   costumes   including   the 
rather  uncomfortable  ones  worn  by  'Bill 
and Ben' and the very colourful Minnie 
Mouse and friends. The entire Senior 
School participated with competitions and 
activities held in the library at lunch-time. 
Even the staff were happy to dress-up. 
Following on from this success Ms Hansell, 
the Senior School English Co-ordinator 
launched a competition called 'Wacky 
Reading'.  The  idea  was  that  each  girl 

would send in a photograph of herself reading in the wackiest place she could find; even 
photographs of pupils with kindles were accepted. The photographs were be judged after the Easter 
holiday and, as an inspiration, Ms Hansell shared one of  herself doing some paired reading with a 
giraffe. There were some inspirational ideas. The staff winner was Miss O’Neill who persuaded the 
staff of Marks and Spencer at Holmbush to allow her to climb into their show bed and be 
photographed reading. Personally I felt that my photograph where my husband had persuaded me 
to climb into a well was the best but Sister Mary Andrew said that the judge’s decision was final! 
The pupils were most inventive and Georgie Walker and Carla Hitchings sitting in the scoop of a 
digger were the Senior winners whilst Emmy Navier and Anna Sayers in the Juniors also were 
impossible to beat. 

 
Massive congratulations 
also  to  Harriet  McGurk 
in Year 8 who managed 
to become the first girl 
amongst the Seniors to 
gain the gold reading 
challenge. 



Gymnasts triumph again! 
 

 

The West Sussex County Competition for Juniors (Years 7 to 
9) took place at Davison's school early in March. After a great 
deal of preparation and practice The Towers apparatus team 
came a convincing first with the paired apparatus gaining 
second place only one point away from first place. In the floor 
exercises the group floor came second (again only one mark 
from a first place) with the paired floor coming third. Overall 
The Towers team came second and everyone was delighted. 
Miss O'Neill, the team and their supporters deserve our 
congratulations for devising some skilled routines based on 
the theme ‘support, stillness and speed’. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brain Busters begins 
 

The number and type of Inter-house 
competitions was increased by one 
when the first brain buster competition 
was held. The competition, cunningly 
devised by Mrs Hodgkinson and Mrs 
Syred, consisted of three rounds of 
questions for each of the teams from 
Years 7, 8 and 9. The idea was to 
have a competition to cater for those 
who love general knowledge and the 
questions even included a music and 
picture  round.  The  House  Captains 
and Vice-Captains whipped the 
audience  in  a  frenzy  of  excitement 
and the support for each house was 
deafening! The judges, Mrs Edwards 
and Miss Honeyman, added up the 
scores (just as well that they both like 
sums!) and the result was a victory for 
More. Mrs Hodgkinson's grandmother, 
(Elizabeth Hawkins) a former teacher 
herself, donated the shield which now 
forms part of the vast collection of 
trophies at The Towers. A fabulous 
afternoon with lots of house spirit and 
a great deal of fun! 



Youthgather—six months later 
 

Four girls accompanied Ray Mooney to Chestnut Tree 
Hospice in Arundel to see how the £3,000 raised at 
Youthgather 2011 would be used. The four girls were 
Daisy Parker, Zoe Batchelor, Jennie Crick and Chloe 
Fitzgibbon. Here is what the girls had to say. 
‘We really enjoyed visiting Chestnut Tree Hospice; it 
was really fulfilling to see and understand where our 
money is going and who it is helping. The work that they 
do is amazing and the support which they offer each 
child individually really is life changing. While we were 
there we had the opportunity to go to the memorial 
garden which had been created a  few years before. 
Unfortunately, not all the children who use the hospice survive, so it was very moving to see how 
they were remembered. There was a beautiful fountain surrounded by pebbles, with some pebbles 
holding the names of those who have passed away in gold. As the centre is there to aid life and 
bring hope to the children, it was not appropriate to have grave stones so the pebbles made an 
extremely poignant memorial. 
The whole experience was touching and we found ourselves realising how fortunate we are to 
simply be able to move around on our own. The centre provides comfort and hope for the children 
and gives them the chance to be themselves and live life as a regular child while they are there. 
Chestnut Tree House allows families to stay with their children so they can have some regular 
family time without the usual stresses of caring for the child. There is a support system for the 
families too; allowing the siblings to talk about their experiences with counsellors as well as other 
siblings. We are so glad that we found such a worthy cause for our money to go to and that we 
were able to see it in action. We would like to say a final thank you to everybody who participated in 
Youthgather 2011 and for making the event so special and of course for supporting the wonderful 
work at Chestnut Tree House children’s hospice.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Making a Splash! 
 

 
 

The Junior School production of the 
musical  ‘Splash’  by  Craig  Hawes 
had been considerably adapted by 
our  very  own  version  of  Rodgers 
and Hammerstein – Mrs Heidi Gray 
and Mrs Ros Hoare! The sell-out 
performances proved to be very 
amusing and colourful. It was ‘a 
comedy straight out of the Ark’ and 
told the story of Noah’s Ark, a cruise 
ship, where two parrots were in 
charge of the Ark; the crew were 
seagulls and the cruisers were 
various animals who came in two by 
two! The cruise ship was attacked 
by pie-rats and there was even a 
problem with mice on board. The 
children really enjoyed themselves 
although once their faces had been 
painted they were unrecognisable! 



Models 
 

As everyone knows if you do something 
rather than simply see something you 
are more likely to remember it so Dr 
Landells and Mrs Bowerman decided to 
set  Year  7 Geographers  the  task  of 
making 3D models to illustrate their 
understanding of   contour   lines   and 

layer shading. Unusually for Year 7 this task did NOT involve making a cake. 
 

 

Easter Bunnies 
As the Easter holiday approached the Junior School had a fun packed afternoon organised by the 
Year 10 Sports Leaders. They decorated biscuits and plates, made bunny ears and salt dough bunnies 
and then they then searched the garden for Easter eggs. 

 

 
 

 

It’s a goal! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Senior Inter-house netball took place in glorious 
sunshine on the penultimate day of term. The Years 10 
and  11  matches  were  very  close  and  had  to  be 
decided on goal difference which made More House 
the winners. The Key Stage 3  matches were more 
clear cut with Campion taking a decisive lead. Overall 
the house shield for netball was won by Campion 
House. This  was  not  replicated in  the  end  of  term 
marks reading where Clitherow took the lead. 

 

 

Intrepid Explorers 
 

When all the rest of the school said 
goodbye to school and hello to the 
Easter holidays a keen group of 
Duke of Edinburgh girls stayed 
behind to practise navigation skills 
and camp craft. They were 
accompanied   by   four   staff,   a 

parent and Miss Pope's mother. They left school at 2:15pm and hoped to be back by 5pm when they 
could set up camp in the school field. They were blessed with fabulous weather and did very well. 



An impressive debut for the Chamber Choir 
On Saturday, after term had 
ended, the newly formed 
Chamber Choir travelled to 
Covent Garden to sing in a 
‘Voices of Youth’ concert. 
The group prepared and 
conducted   by   Mrs   Gray 
sang eight songs and were 
very well-received. 

 

 
 
 

On your bikes! 
 

 
 

The first week back after Easter saw Year 6 
pupils  sharpening  their  road  awareness 
skills learning to ride on the minor roads in 
Upper Beeding. They impressed everyone 
with their cycling agility 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Keziah’s visit to Cambodia 
Keziah, in Year 3. visited Cambodia during the Easter holidays 
to be with her parents as they helped with a number of projects 
out there. Keziah was very moved by the whole experience and 
put together a power-point which she shared with the Junior 
School then with the Senior School. Keziah’s message came 
across loud and clear that we should think how the Cambodian 
children smile through their poverty and are grateful for the little 
that they have when we are often wasteful and ungrateful. 
Keziah’s account of her visit made us all think about our lives 
and everyone who listened to her was touched by her clarity and 
honesty. If you would like to view Keziah’s presentation scan the QR code or enter the 
following address into your web browser: 
http://www.towers.w-sussex.sch.uk/PageFiles/News%20pages/KeziahInCambodia.aspx 

 

 

Stepping out! 
 

We were delighted to be presented with the school's Travel Mark Level 1 certificate by local county 
councillor Derek Deedman on Friday 25th May. The Towers (particularly Mrs Bowerman) had 
worked very hard to make positive changes to the way the pupils travel to keep them safe in and 

around  the  school  site  including  working  with 
Schools Liaison Officer PC Keeley, as well as 
improving our minibus routes to promote a more 
sustainable  route  to  school  and  reduce  the 
impact  of  the  school  run  on  the  surrounding 
area. We are now working with the CDBS 
(Community Development and Big Society 
Service) Team to look at improvements to the 
roads and signs around the school to raise 
awareness of the school entrances and 
encourage drivers to travel slowly past our 
entrance. 

http://www.towers.w-sussex.sch.uk/PageFiles/News%20pages/KeziahInCambodia.aspx


Pipped at The Post! 
 

A small number of girls competed 
for Team Towers at Golden Cross 
at   the   end   of   March,  but   with 
much success!   Annabelle   Grimes 
and her pony, Sally, set the ball 
rolling with a win in the 70cm class 
with a fast clear round! The good 
results continued as Gabby Morris 
and  Katie  Harris  (Team  captain) 
both putting in a clear round for the 
80cms  team;  also  on  the  80cm 
team were Georgina Dunlavey and 

Alex Wright who both jumped well but with just a couple of unlucky poles between them. The team 
were leading this class all the way through until the final team from Mayfield School jumped and 
slotted in front of them by 1 second! Annabelle and Sally also jumped in the 80cm class as an 
individual entry and Gabby riding Gizma came 3rd with their speed in this class.  Katie and Gabby 
also competed in the 90cms class with Gabby getting placed 3rd and Katie having an unfortunate 
pole down! - Overall a successful day for the team. 

 
After  Golden  Cross  some  of  the  team  went  to  Great  Bookham 
towards the end of April to jump outdoors on grass in unpredictable 
weather against stiff competition. Annabelle and Sally had four faults 
in the 70cm class, being our only entry (as Holly had to drop out). In 
the 80cm class Annabelle unfortunately got eliminated but Elspeth 
went clear on her new horse. The 80cm team jumped next and 
Georgina and Alex had 4 faults each whilst Gabby jumped clear on 
the winding course up and downhill on grass.  This placed the team 
in sixth place out of fourteen with only one team having all clear 
rounds. Then the wind, hail and rain arrived and half of the 90cm entries dropped out, but Gabby 
jumped a good clear round on the slippery going but was unfortunate to be just outside the 
placings. 

 

 

Whatever the weather! 
The D of E expedition groups braved the rain 
early in May to undertake most of their practice 
expedition.  The  walk  on  Saturday  from 
Amberley to Washington was completed at an 
impressive pace and in high spirits, despite the 
muddy conditions. Thirty-six girls from Years 10 
and 11 eleven pitched tents and cooked in the 
afternoon, prepared  delicious  meals  of  pasta 
and continued to enjoy their experience of the 
great outdoors. Unfortunately, conditions 
worsened  during  the  evening  and,  after  a 
valiant attempt to camp overnight they were 
forced  to  decamp  back  to  The  Towers  and 
spent   the   night   ‘glamping’   in   the   gym   – 
complete with hot chocolate thanks to the 
Sisters. In the morning waterproofs were 
definitely needed to strike the rather muddy 
camp and the second day walk was postponed 
until later in the month. Congratulations to all 
the  girls  involved  for  their  hard  work  and 
positive attitudes and a huge thank you to all 
the staff and volunteers who gave up their time 
to help the girls work towards their D of E 
Awards. 



 
 

Jubilee Parade 

The Start of the Jubilee Celebrations 

Junior School pupils and the Sisters were out in force on Saturday 26th May 
in the morning to lead the parade opening the Steyning Festival. All dressed 
up according to the theme, Kings and Queens, and Fleur Nealon won third 
prize for her fantastic Queen of Hearts outfit. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Street Party 
Following a most uplifting Mass for Corpus Christi the pupils 
spent an amazing day in celebration of the Queen’s diamond 
jubilee. After a surprise visit from the Queen and Prince Philip 
they enjoyed a street party followed by entertainment which 
included ‘Odge Splodge’ the magician and ten other activities 
including maypole dancing, swimming, card making, and card 
games. The Queen (better known as Deputy Head, Anne 
Bowerman) and Prince Philip (Chemistry teacher, Dr Robin 
Landells) spoke to the pupils before joining the queue for the 
ice-cream van! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wildflower  meadow  created  to 
celebrate The Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee – Year 5 Pollinators!!! 

 
Steyning Parish Council members, 
Karon Foxwell   and Gill Ness-Collins 
invited Year 5  to take part in creating a 
Wildflower area   in Steyning.   Year 5 
went dressed for the weather! The girls 
were keen to put our science 
investigation work on germination and 
plant life cycles into action by scattering 
thousands of wildflower seeds mixed 
with  sand  (so  they  could  see  where 
they  fell).  A  large  circle  of  land  had 
been cleared of rough grass, rotivated 
and then tamped down ready to receive 
the mixed wildflower seeds. A month or 
so later they were all invited back to be 
present when the garden was officially 
opened by Sally Gunnell. 



Coronation Remembered 
Mrs Whittaker (Izabella Hills’ granny) came into year 5 
this week to share her memories of when she was invited 
to the Coronation Parade of Queen Elizabeth 11.  Year 5 
had wanted to see her invitation that had been sent to her 
some 59 years ago which she had kept and treasured all 
those years.  They also saw a short YouTube clip of the 
actual Coronation to understand the atmosphere and 
excitement at the time. The girls had prepared questions 
to ask and they were fascinated by Mrs Whittaker’s 
detailed memory of the actual day and where she was in 
London having travelled up from Hove with her sister on 
the train (her first experience) and then getting to Peter Robinson’s department store where they 
had organised the rows of seating for the children in the upper shop window bays so they could 
sit and look out at the spectacle!  A day she felt so privileged and proud to have been invited to 
with tickets secured by Sir Winston Churchill. 

 

 
 

Random Junior School Activities 
 

The Junior school, guided by the ideas from the Eco-Committee, 
enthusiastically weeded, cleared and planted summer bulbs, shrubs 
and climbers. They also sowed vegetable seeds in trays ready to 
plant out later in the year in their vegetable patch . 

 
Yr 6 held a cake sale which was 
organised  by  Betsey  Hodgkinson, 
Olivia  Davies  and  Joy-Beth  Davey. 
They raised money for the club penguin Earth Day Event called 
‘Coins  for  Change’  which  is  a  charity  that  donates  two  million 
pounds every year to help with worldwide projects. The world needs 
more schools and playgrounds, more communities with clean water, 
and   more   help   for   endangered 
animals and the environment and 
every   little   helps.   They   raised 
around £85 from the cake sale and 
added to this by holding a colouring 
competition. 

 
Reception, Years 1,2 and 5 had a visit from 
our local community liaison officer PC 
Angela  Keeley.  Reception  and  Year  1 
learnt that some people who help us wear 
uniforms. Year 2 talked about making choices whilst Year 5 discussed 
alcohol, drugs and the Law. PC Keeley has become a familiar sight in our 
Junior school. 

 
The Travelling Book Fair 

arrived with lots of exciting books for all ages. 
Parents and Staff ‘manned’ the fair and many of 
the pupils visited and selected books to buy. 
The commission was ‘paid’ back to The Towers 
as a vast array of books to add to the Libraries. 

 
All  the  juniors  sent  a  message  written  on  a 
medal to our local MP to remind him about the 
G8 countries’ promise that all children would 
receive an education by 2015. The clock is 
ticking 



Steyning Walking Races 
Twenty of the Juniors took part in the Steyning Walking Races. The Towers 
team was the largest team and had plenty of parental support. Mrs. Hambrook 
did an excellent aerobic warm up so we looked very professional and it 
obviously paid off as Harleigh Broughton came second in the junior section 
whilst Grace Garland came third, Ella Sharpe fourth, Nina Dallyn fifth and 
Patricia Corchado-Ozores sixth in the senior section. In addition they also won 
the team medal and came third in the relay 

 
 

 

Successes 
 

Many of  the  girls  have  out  of  school activities where they  have  amazing 
success – sometimes parents tell me about the achievements and it is good to 
be able to celebrate them. 
Our Head Girl (2012 – 2013), Georgia Brown, auditioned in London at the 
Contemporary Dance Centre of excellence.  There were hundreds of hopeful 
dancers who auditioned over two solid weeks, yet only twenty were called back 
for a second audition; Georgia was one of those invited back.  She is now one 
of  eight  who  have  been  invited to  join  ‘The  Place’ (Centre for  Advanced 
training) in London. This is the only dance academy which offers government 
funded   scholarships to students aged 18 outside of the Royal Ballet. 

 
Deputy Head Girl (2012-2013), Florence 
Chapman, has been appointed as Leader 
of the Sussex County Youth Orchestra. 
Florence and Tali Humphrey both give up a 
considerable amount of time to support the 
success of music within school. 

 
Meg Hardy and Lucy Emmanuel are both working their way 
through Irish Dancing rankings from novice, primary, 
intermediate, preliminary then open championship. Both girls 
dance heavy shoe dances and soft shoe dances (the heavies 
being about the rhythm and clicks and the soft shoe dances are 
more balletic with jumps etc). 

 
Following a busy year of training, Elysia Taylor's hard work has 
finally  paid  off.   Elysia  played  in   13  national badminton 
tournaments  last  season  and  is  now ranked  11th  in  the 
country.  The highlight of the season came in her final 
tournament, The Essex Open when, 
having been seeded     number 1 she 
was very nervous, but went on to win 
both the Singles and Doubles without 
dropping a match all day. 

 
Olly Francis, Bronte Byrne, Amelia Smith and Sophie Wales 
spent   half-term  walking  along   the   Normandy  landing 

beaches  in  order  to 
raise money for ‘help 
the heroes’. 
They presented an 
assembly on their adventure and have raised approximately 
£600. 

 
Sophie Margodt went out to  go out to  Romania with her 
church youth group to help with a travelling community. 



The day of reckoning 
After an assembly earlier in the term to raise awareness of the plight of the 
tiger Mia Frost sold sunflower plants to raise funds for the WWF. The idea 
was to see who could grow the tallest sunflower by half term. Staff and pupils 
were very competitive. A few weeks later Mia Frost spent much of one 
lunchtime measuring the sunflowers to find out whose had grown the tallest. 
With a height of 137cm Chloe Ellman-Baker's plant was declared the winner. 
However Mia decided that there should be other awards and the award for 
the plant with the crinkliest leaves went to Tanaya Kleeman whilst the girl 
whose plant had grown the least was Rebecca McCallum and the award for 
the most attractive plant went to Mrs Baker. (Mrs Baker confessed that she 
had been feeding her plant with ‘miraclegro’ and talking to it in order to 
encourage it to become luxuriant!) Mia raised over £100 for the WWF and 
adopted a tiger on our behalf. 

 

 

Marian Service 
May time is when we especially think about 
Mary,  Jesus’  mother.  So  it  is  a  lovely, 
annual opportunity for Year 5 to enact one 
of the Mysteries of the Rosary. This year 
Mrs Vernon chose the five Joyful Mysteries 
and the narrators read out the bible 
passages that connected the life of Jesus 
and the role that Mary played in his life. 
The girls rehearsed at school then at West 
Grinstead  church  before  they  performed 
the Joyful Mysteries Rosary Pageant after 
Mass.  It was most encouraging to see so 
many parents there in support of the girls. 

 
 
 

 

A visit to the toy museum 
 
 
 

Year 2 went to Hove Museum to support their 
'Toys & Teddies' topic. Highlights included 
playing with a variety of old toys and making a 
cup    and    ball    toy    in    the    educational 
session, followed by exploring the thousands of 
old and new toys up in the Wizard's attic! The 
visit really  helped  to  expand  the  children's 
knowledge of what toys were like a very long 
time  ago  and  how  they  have  adapted  over 
time. 

We’re on a mission! 
The Sisters' Mission Coffee morning was well 
supported by the extended Towers community. 
There was a great turn out of pupils, staff and 
friends past and present to support the Sisters' 
in their missionary work. All the stalls did a rip 
roaring trade  with  the  cake,  plants, paintings 
and   books   being   particularly   popular.   The 
Sisters were very grateful for the contributions 
of gifts and prizes as well as personal donations 
that resulted in a total of £2339 being raised on 
the day. 



Maths at The Towers 
 

We know that maths 
at The Towers is a 
real strength as is 
often the case in all 
girls schools. One of 
the reasons has to 
be  that  it  is  such 
fun. Here are a few 
examples of the 
things that our girls 
experience. 

 
Inspired by Mrs Hodgkinson’s recent trip to a “Maths in the City” tour in 
London (organised by none other than Professor Marcus du Sautoy), 
Year 9 students took part in their own “Maths at the Towers” practical 
workshop. The carousel of hands-on activities included finding and 
creating different types of symmetrical patterns, building platonic solids 
out of balloons, trying to work out the algorithm for solving the famous 
Konigsberg bridge problem  and culminating in making an enormous 
human bar-chart using some rather entertaining visual aids.  This made 
a refreshing change from the previous week’s KS3 SATS exams whilst 
enabling the girls to discover some new mathematical concepts. 

 

The Mathematics department took year 8 to Chessington World of 
Adventures  –  what  an  exciting  day!  The  girls  thoroughly  enjoyed 
exploring the Zoo and discovering the different animals, as well as the 
exhilarating rides. Of course, mathematics was at the heart of the trip; 
the girls took part in a functional maths lesson about their trip, producing 
some      excellent      work      that 
demonstrated   the   application   of 
their mathematical skills. 

 
Year 7's enjoyed a fun lesson 
investigating the properties of 3D 
shapes. A variety of wonderful 
polygons, ranging from simple 
cuboids to regular icosahedrons, 
were constructed out of spaghetti 
and marsh mellow. The girls clearly 
enjoyed the activity and showed 
great control by not eating the 
sweets until the end of the lesson! 

 

On 12th September eighteen keen 
mathematicians from year 10 spent 
a day run by the “Access to Further 
Mathematics      Organisation”      at 
Sussex University. After a quick talk about the benefits of studying maths 
at A’level and beyond, well-known author Rob Eastaway gave an 
entertaining look at the mathematics of games.  This was followed by a 
mathematics road trip (with some very challenging activities), tour of the 
campus by current PGCE students and inter-school quiz. The finale was 
a fascinating talk with impressive juggling performances about the 
mathematics (in particular, graph theory) of juggling. 

 
Year 9 were able to experience a flavour of maths in the workplace by visiting The Bank of England 
Museum and the London Metal Exchange. They learned about the bank’s role in balancing our 
economy and observed the fascinating trading activities on the ‘Ring floor’. 



Special Day 
Five Juniors shared their First 
Communion experiences with the rest 
of the Junior School by wearing their 
dresses and explaining how they felt 
when they received Holy Communion 
for the first time. Amelia Grosmith- 
Long, Maisie Oates and Emmy Navier 
were prepared by the catechists at St 
Peter's in Shoreham so it was most 
appropriate that Mrs Evans who also 
teaches at The Towers was able to 

organise the celebratory assembly for all five girls. Emilia and 
Sophia Miarkowska were prepared at St Edward the Confessor in 
Keymer. Amelia wore the dress and veil worn by her mother 
when she made her First Holy Communion a few years ago whilst 
Maisie wore a dress made by her grandmother for her auntie. 
Sophia and Emilia's dresses were made by their grandmother. 
The girls were all happy to talk about their special day and we were delighted that their parents 
were able to join us for the assembly. Afterwards the Year 4 and Year 3 classes shared the cakes. 

 
 

Seven Sisters with Year 3 and Year 5 
What a wonderful day out these two classes had when they visited 
the Cuckmere Haven valley and the Seven Sisters Country Park 
managed by the Woodlands Trust. It was a full day of experiences 
from the very start as eager botanists and geologists explored the 
chalk landscape walking by the meandering Cuckmere River and 
climbing the chalk undulating hills and then dropping down to the 
coast. All along the route the pupils were engrossed in finding and 
identifying numerous insects, plants and birds including Sussex 
Blue butterflies, cowslips, skylarks as well as identifying chalk, flint 
and sandstone rocks.     Field sketching, using quadrats and 
photographing (by the pupils) captured this distinctive scenery and 
habitats. Led by one of the Park Guides, the two classes played a 
game on the beach to explain long shore drift shouting “Wash” and 
“Backwash” as they ran up and back with a ball. The walk back to 
the centre was just as explorative and there was just enough time 
to buy everyone a well-deserved ice cream! 

 
 

Intrepid Scientists visit Pulborough Brooks 
 
 

Braving the rain, Year 7 scientists visited the RSPB 
reserve  Pulborough  Brooks  to  investigate  biodiversity 
and conservation. Pupils surveyed the range of species 
present in freshwater and either woodland or hedgerow 
habitats. They also questioned the expert field teachers 
on  the  work  of  the  RSPB  and  how  the  reserve  is 
managed to enhance the biodiversity. The pupils were 
engaged and inquisitive, asking some insightful and 
challenging questions. In fact, they were so fantastic one 
of the field teachers invited us to visit every day! Thank 
you to the pupils and teaching staff at the RSPB for a 
great day. 



Visit to Penshurst Place 
 

Year 8 enjoyed a stimulating visit to the magnificent Penshurst Place, in Kent, the childhood home 
of Sir Philip Sidney, celebrity poet of his day and nephew of Sir Robert Dudley, Queen Elizabeth 
I’s favourite. On the tour of the house,  Pauline Schou pointed at the initials on the panels in the 
stately room where Queen Elizabeth I received people during her visits (‘PS’) and said: ‘Look – 
this house belongs to me’. ‘So kind of you to let us visit,’ said Ms Garlick. ‘I’m sure you’ve made a 
lovely tea for us.’ Of the many attractions, which included the wonderful medieval Great Hall and 
Tudor Long Gallery, Bella Boersma said she really enjoyed ‘watching Laura get her head chopped 
off’ when our guide demonstrated a beheading, using a volunteer. When asked for her reaction, 
Laura quipped, ‘I would do it again’. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They were very fortunate with the weather, and, making the most of the sunshine, the afternoon 
was spent on a garden gadabout – the girls had a chance to explore the exquisite 11-acre 
gardens to find flowers and statues celebrating royalty and the Sidney family. Annabelle Grimes 
said that she liked how the garden ‘felt like a maze’ and told how they were ‘struggling to find our 
way back to the Italian fountain’, where they made sketches of the house. Alice Bastin-Taylor 
added that she liked how the gardens were ‘like an adventure, and it was fun to go around and 

spot things they knew about Elizabethan gardens, saying what they 
represented’, such as the giant topiary bear (heraldic emblem of 
Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester). 
Millie Brothers added that she’d 
loved the ‘quality’ of the gardens, 
singling  out  the  perfectly  cut 
hedges and topiary arches which 
the gardeners must have to ‘chop 
every  day  .  .  .  they  were  really 
cool’. Our guides praised the girls 

for  being  so  well-behaved.  The  girls’  verdict?  A  ‘fun  and 
enjoyable visit – really beautiful gardens’. 

 
 

 

Active break 
Year  5  and  6  thoroughly 
enjoyed   the   opportunity   for 
‘learning in action’ when they 
spent the weekend at 
Kingswood Activities Centre in 
Kent. The range of skills 
required and variety of activities 
offered enabled all of the girls 
to rise to the challenges and 
grow  in  confidence.  Circus 
skills and high ropes were both 
popular activities as was going 
to  breakfast in  pyjamas! 
Thanks to Miss O’Neill for 
organising it and to the three 
other staff who went along 
to help. 



Delia Smith beware! 
Mrs Bowerman and I are always hungry at the end of the day so neither of 
us could resist the temptation of Chloe Ellman-Baker's delicious selection 
of desserts. Chloe who is in Year 7 created them in Home Economics and 
then generously donated them to us. Yummy! 

 

 
 

Juniors perform 
Thursday 14th June saw Junior 
Pupils entertaining parents and 
grandparents with their amazing 
range of talents. The Junior school 
Performing  Arts  Concert  provided 
an     opportunity     for     individual 
musicians from Years 5 and 6 to play a variety of instruments ranging from voice and piano to violin 
and saxophone. The afternoon began with an Orchestra piece entitled ‘Here comes trouble’. 
Fortunately this was not the case and what followed was simply lovely!. In addition the girls from 
drama club, Irish dancing, Glendale dance were able to allow us to see what they have been doing 
during the year. The final complicated and lively piece, ‘Swing low Medley’ from the Choir rounded 
off the afternoon perfectly 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Juniors go for Gold 
 

The Junior School kick-started their four week Olympic topic, co-ordinated by Mrs Baldwin, on 
Monday 11th June, with an inspiring and motivating opening Olympic assembly, followed all day with 
kickboxing workshops for each class from  Nursery up to Year Six, led by kickboxing instructor Ken 
Turner. 
Over the course of the half-term, the girls enjoyed a variety of sport-related activities, such as the 
two brilliant Science workshop mornings, led by Miss Pope, where the children split into their four 
houses and learnt about how exercise helps to keep our 
hearts healthy and how this changes our heart rate. All the 
children had great fun learning how to measure their pulses 
and they also investigated the effectiveness of different 
recovery activities and reaction times. 

 
Mr Thomas also organised Olympic themed DT workshops 
when the girls again completed in houses and created some 
wonderful designs for their Olympic t-shirts, incorporating a 
range of logos, Olympic symbols and London landmarks. 

 
Cultural cooking was another popular 
Olympic challenge. Each member of the Junior School was encouraged to 
find an interesting recipe from a country taking part in the 
Olympic Games and to present it in a clear, child-friendly 
format to their peers. Each class then had a vote as to 
which recipe they would most like to cook, before visiting 
the  Home  Economics  room  to   create  their  cultural 

masterpieces, which included a Greek Olympic salad, Italian pizzas, French 
crepes and Belgian chocolate truffles. 



The Olympic theme continued out in the Junior garden, with 
Mrs Vernon leading the Olympic Planting afternoon which was 
successfully achieved by  all  the  junior classes and  nursery 
when they planted up, coloured Olympic tyres (kindly painted 
by Kevin one of our maintenance staff) using bedding plants to 
match the Olympic rings’ colours – blue, yellow, black, green 
and red with troughs of golden yellow and matching large pots. 
Behind the Junior building the vegetable plot area was given 
over to an an experimental wildflower area.   The junior staff 
were inspired by the one that Year 5 had been involved with 
seeding up in Steyning. Mr Webber plus Mr Cannons (aided by 
Mrs Vernon’s son’s rotivator) double dug the area and prepared 
a lovely seed bed.  Some Eco-reps got skipping ropes to mark out squares for each of the class to 
scatter their seeds over.  This was done by shaking the packets of seeds in some loose sand and 
then scattering them on the ground. It was easy then to see where the seeds had fallen. 

 
The Junior girls were most inspired from watching members of the Senior School present an 
abundance of assemblies about the sports in which they excel. These included presentations by 
Penny  Brown  (Golf),  Charlie  Snow  (Sailing  and  Wakeboarding),  Alex  Wright  (Horse  riding), 
Rebecca Loveless (Cricket), Meg Hardy & Lucy Emmanuel (Irish Dancing), Elysia Taylor 
(Badminton) and Megan Roberts (Rhythmic Gymnastics). 

 
RE was included in our Olympic theme with a visit from the Ten Ten Theatre Company. They spent 
a whole day in the Junior School. First there was a session for parents where each of the three 
plays to be shown to the different year groups was shown to them and a short reflection and 
discussion on the underlying Christian ethos was explained. After an early break the nursery, 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children watched and were involved in ‘Up in the clouds’ that focused 
on what makes children happy. Before lunch Years 3 and 4 watched and got involved in ‘The Gifts’ 
and reflected on what it felt like to give and receive.  To end the day Years 5 and 6 were thought- 
provokingly entertained by the drama ‘Healthy Hearts’ which enabled them to see the two sides of a 
bully and the feelings of an elderly grandma who came to stay with relatives. Follow-up tasks then 
followed so that each class could reflect and capture the day and meaning behind the plays. 

 
As the month continued and to celebrate the start of National 
School Sports Week, the Juniors came to school dressed as an 
Olympic  sports-person, and  we  saw  a  wide  range  of  Olympic 
sports represented, from swimmers, to boxers, to gymnasts. As if 
that wasn’t enough excitement in itself, the children proceeded to 
have a fun morning completing their Olympic Mathematic 
Workshop, organised by Mrs Syred and Mrs Hodgkinson. The 
children  worked  in  their  houses  taking  part  in  four  different 
activities  including  a  throw  the  bean  bag  activity,  an  ordering 

number relay (this was not as easy as it sounds as the numbers included fractions and decimals!) a 
hoolahoop challenge, and a water capacity relay. The girls all participated really well, and realised 
that maths could be both 
physical and mental. 

 
Later in the afternoon, 
The Junior School, who 
are notorious for wanting 
to raise money for 
charities, enjoyed taking 
part in the Sponsored 
Skip where they rotated 
around  a  circuit  of 
twelve different skipping 
activities, learning lots of new skills, having fun and raising money for The British Heart Foundation. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Aquathlon event followed for any gifted, talented or interested members of the Junior School who 
wanted a physical challenge. A staggering 42 children entered into the competition, where they had 
to complete a given number of lengths in the pool, before a quick transition to put on trainers, and 
then run around the field while still in their wet swimming gear! The rest of the Juniors came out to 
show their support for their peers, and all competitors gave their absolute all; and the winners from 
each race were Amber Somers, Fleur Nealon, Jasmine Louis and Amelie Somers, Kay Sheridan, 
Mattea Leow and Ella Sharpe. This was one of three water based activities with others including a 
swimming gala where a fun-filled and warm afternoon saw teams from Deepdene, Ashurst, Steyning 
and The Towers all competing hard in various events. The winning team came from St Andrews in 
Steyning. Then the following day all of the Junior School children took part in a House swimming 
gala.   They   were   all   most   enthusiastic   and   everybody   swam   in   at   least   one   race. 
The winners were Clitherow House closely followed by More. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other highlights included visits from a couple of celebrities. The first 
was a talk from the inspirational Tommy Tippetts who is the youngest 
male to singlehandedly row the Atlantic . He spoke to Juniors and 
Seniors about the preparation for and the reality of his achievement. 
The twenty-three year-old set off from La Gomera in the Canary Islands 

in  January  2012  and  arrived  in 
Port St. Charles, Bermuda to 
complete the 3000 miles of the 
Talisker Whiskey Atlantic 
Challenge – the world’s toughest 
rowning race. Despite fighting with 
difficult winds, the sweltering 
temperature of the Triopic of 
Cancer and even a broken water 
pump, Tommy, from Kirdford in 
West Sussex, reached his 
destination after 82 days, 8 hours 
and 40 minutes at sea. 



The second visitor was Sally Gunnell who talked about her Olympic experience in Barcelona and 
how she managed to reach her goal. She was inspirational and explained how she decided, at age 
14, that she wanted to win an Olympic Gold and how she then trained and focused in order to 
achieve her dream and did not let anything stand in her way. She won her gold medal in the 400 
metre hurdles in 1992, the same year that she won a bronze medal in the relay. The entire school 
had an opportunity to touch her gold medal as it was passed around. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Olympic topic came to an end 
with the Sports Activities organised 
on Open Day and a mini Olympics 
organised by the Sports Leaders. 
The  theme  was  a  huge  success 
and all members of the Nursery and 
Junior School were definitely 
prepared for London 2012! 
The Junior School Open Day began 
with an opportunity to visit the 
classrooms and  admire  the 
colourful  and  interesting  displays. 
As soon as the parents were seated 
in  the  hall  Mattea  Leow  ‘opened’ 
the afternoon with the whole Junior 
School dance to ‘Proud’ 
choreographed by Miss O’Neill.  A 
variety of presentations celebrated 
the  Olympic  year  by  marking  the 
fact that it is a unique time in history 

for us all and to evoke a sense of pride in their achievements. Afterwards there was a chance to 
enjoy a PTA strawberry cream tea before the children from Nursery to Year 6 arrived to compete in 
the races. Mrs Baldwin organised the various events, which included field events using the new 
javelins and shot putts donated by the PTA, and was very grateful for the help provided by Year 10 
helpers: Tia Blackmore-Saunders, Tayler Gilbert, Rachel Thompson and Ella Morrice. At the end of 
Clitherow’s first year of existence it was most appropriate that they were the overall winners. 



Entertaining 
 

As part of the Olympic theme Junior pupils were 
fortunate to have Meg Hardy and Lucy Emmanuel 
perform a number of their Irish jigs and reels for them. 
Although the girls have not been dancing competitively 
for long it is clear from the vast array of trophies that 
they have been rather successful! Later that day the 
girls were joined by Sarah Manning-Hull who was lead 
dancer in Las Vegas for Michael Flatley’s ‘Lord of the 
Dance’ for 6 years and then finished off starring in 
'Riverdance.' Together with Lucy and Meg they 
performed for the members of a Henfield Senior 
Citizens Club. The members of the club were also 
entertained by Mrs Gray and girls from Year 9. 

 
 
 
 
 

Activities Day 
 

The day before Prize-Giving the Senior School resembled the Marie Celeste as the girls enjoyed 
their annual activities day. 

 

 
 

Year 7 went to Bodiam Castle and were 
to be seen peering at carp in the moat, 
scrambling up spiral staircases, peeking 
over battlements between the 
machicolations and crenulations (alarming 
Ms Garlick), looking down through murder 
holes, tiptoeing past snoozing bats in the 
belfry and trying on extensive amounts of 
armour (heavy!), Medieval times were 
definitely tough times. 

 

Year 8 went to Chessington and, yes, this 

was an educational, mathematical 
excursion; the girls took part in a functional 
maths lesson about their trip, producing 
some excellent work that demonstrated the 
application of their mathematical skills. The 
exhilarating  rides  and  exploration  of  the 
zoo were merely bonuses. 

 
Year  9  went  to  Wakehurst Place  where 
they learnt about different methods of plant 
conservation, visiting behind the scenes at 
the Millennium Seed Bank partnership and developing their skills in micro propagation (cloning) 
techniques. 

 
Year 10 spent the morning in the role of a character they were given, applying for a job and 
budgeting for a month as that character.  They listened to visiting speakers, enjoyed a session on 
‘What’s my line’ and wrote their own CVs.  The day ended with a session on Opportunities at 16+ 
which included a session on the Baccalaureate by Danielle Cooke and one of her students from 
Steyning Grammar School. 



Ten Tamara Commandments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Girls, parents and staff were privileged that Dr Tamara Dimond (leaver 1999) was able to come to 
Prize Giving to present the certificates and trophies before offering the leavers of 2012 a few 
words of advice in the form of her ten commandments on how to live their lives. Her words were 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

heart-felt, inspirational and gave an insight in how she has become a Paediatrician with the 
Imperial College Healthcare Trust in London. Daisy Parker and Zoe Batchelor rose to their final 
duties as Head Girl and Deputy by delivering pretty impressive speeches before disappearing off 
in a double-decker bus, with their peers in Year 11, to enjoy a ‘last supper’ together as a year 
group. 



Who are you calling ‘Old’? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following day was the last Sunday in June and, as 
always, was Old Girls day at The Towers but it really 
ought to be ex-pupils and staff as the title ‘old’ gives the 
wrong impression. One hundred people gathered first 
for Mass, then for a delicious lunch followed by opportunities to catch up on news and or have a 
tour around the school. It was great to see so many staff and pupils. If you haven't been back for a 
while then why not return next year? (June 30th) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Total Immersion The day that we ate 
 

The annual Year 10 trip to the Isle of Wight 
certainly got off to a splash as the girls took to 
the river and immersed themselves in water. 
The field trip was described by Cliodhna 
O’Halloran as “extremely enjoyable and alt- 
hough it was very intensive and required a lot of 
listening and commitment, lively spirits kept us 
going which resulted in an incredible few days”. 
The purpose of the work was to investigate the 
coastal defences in Ventnor and the couple of 
days gave the girls the opportunity to learn a lot 
of new information. The staff at The Medina 
Valley Centre made the girls instantly feel at 
home owing to their kindness and hospitality. 
The upcoming Year 10 Geography students are 
in for a treat! 

a Teddy Bear! 
 

 
 

In the last week of term all of the nursery 
children enjoyed a fabulous picnic in the 
garden. (Yes, they were very lucky with the 
weather!) Hayley baked an amazing cake and 
all the parents and children 
provided  lots  of  yummy 
picnic  food.  It  was  time  to 
say thank you to a few 
people:- Rosie, Hayley, Carol 
and Mrs Shapland and what 
better way but with some 
lovely sunny flowers? 

 



House Successes Holiday, what holiday? 
 

The end of term saw the final totals for the 
houses. Various competitions, merit marks and 
bon points all contributed to the totals. In the 
Junior School the overall winners for the term 
were Clitherow House and their shield is 
proudly  held   by   the   House  Captain  and 
Vice-Captain, Betsey Hodgkinson and Mattea 
Leow whilst in the Senior School the  winners 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

were Campion who also won the cup for 
Rounders and their trophies are displayed by 
Tali Humphrey and Ella Turner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

House tennis was won by Howard and the 
shield was  collected by House Captain and 
Vice-Captain, Alex Wright and India Carr 
whereas swimming was won by Clitherow and 
collected  by  Maddy  Watson  and  Itzel 
Epiffanof. Congratulations to all of the 
competitors in all of the competitions and well 
done to everyone who has worked so hard for 
their houses. 

Just because the holiday arrived did not mean 
that Towers girls rested and did    nothing. Far 
from it - girls in Years 10 and 11   gave 
considerable time  in  the  summer  holidays to 
help others. Some helped at Chanctonbury Play 
Scheme  which  helps  to  give  disabled 
youngsters a fun time during the holiday as well 
as providing parent-carers with a much needed 
break whilst others helped in local libraries with 
the Library Reading Challenge reading to 
younger  children.  One  Year  10  girl,  Emily 
Parker, not only helped in the libraries but also 
volunteered with the Play Scheme for every one 
of the four weeks that it ran. Well done - good 
citizens all! 

 
 

Three of the Year 11 leavers spent a week in 
Lourdes helping with the Arundel and Brighton 
pilgrimage.  They  were  Zoe  Batchelor,  Chloe 
Fitzgibbon and Jennie Crick. Jennie was not the 

only Crick girl in 
Lourdes as her older 
sister Catherine was 
also  helping  as  one 
of the ‘handmaidens’. 
Well done to all of 
them for   using part 
of their holiday in the 
service of  others. 

 

 

Continued Success 
Penelope Brown had a fantastic golfing summer with a trip to 
Buchanan Castle, Scotland for the U14 Scottish Championship 
where she finished 15th overall. Then the U15 English Girls 
Championship at Delamere Forest, Cheshire, saw her 'make 
the cut' - the only girl from Sussex to do so at the English 
Nationals in all age groups U18. She then went on to play in 
the County Girls (U18) Squad representing Sussex at Junior 
County  Match  Week  at  Basingstoke,  where  Sussex  beat 
Surrey to finish the week third (Kent were the winners). In the 
English Girls' South Region Championship (U18) at Enfield, 
Middlesex, she then produced one of the season's highlights, 
where  she  shot  71  gross  (nett  60)  to  give  her  the  'Best 
Morning' round prize and at the end of the day she was the 
Handicap Championship Runner-up. This result cut her 
handicap to a single figure 9 (8.5). (Miss Miles is seriously 
jealous!) Finally, the icing on the cake, was winning her Ladies' 
Club Championship to retain her title and shield. Penny had a 
very busy summer. 



Baker’s Dozen 
 

We were all delighted that thirteen of the Year 11 pupils 
(more than a quarter of the year) gained GCSEs at only 
the highest A* or A grades. Two thirds of triplets Daisy 
and Elizabeth Parker had twenty-two GCSEs between 
them with thirteen at A* and nine at A. Daisy was Head 
Girl last year and her Deputy Head Girl, Zoe Batchelor 
also  had  all  ten  of  her  GCSEs at  A*  and  A  grades. 
Sophie Sparkes gained ten GCSEs with eight at A* and 
two at A as well as finding the time to be a student at the 
Junior Royal Academy in London where she was chosen 
to compose a short piece for the Olympics. Other girls 

with all of their grades at A* and A were Roxanne Addison, Emily Snow, Zofia Reeves, Saskia 
Solomon, Holly Woodley, Phoebe Murphy-Dunn, Maddy Brooks, Zoe Morrice and Megan Lodge. 
The results for all the girls bear testament to their hard work as 100% of them gained five or more 
GCSEs at A* to C. Towers girls work hard but know how to have fun as well. These results only tell 
half the story as the results are in addition to parts played in local theatres, sport at County level, 
music in the County Youth Orchestra and just enjoying life. Congratulations to all of the girls and 
their teachers too! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The real McCoy 
Whilst we were very lucky to be one of the schools in Sussex 
chosen to display the Olympic torch for schools it was not a 
genuine torch and when it arrived it was broken and although Ste- 
ve managed to fix it we were not very impressed. So imagine the 
excitement when Francesca in Year 6 was able to persuade her 
sister Stephanie Blondell to bring her Olympic torch into school so 
that all the Juniors could see and touch it. Stephanie was 
nominated by her grandmother because she always puts others 
first and was fortunate to be chosen to carry the torch for a short 
distance through Chichester on 16th July. Stephanie is pictured 
with Francesca and Kay (also in Year 6). Kay missed the first day 
of the new term when she went along with her parents to the 
Paralympics. The following day Year 5 spoke to the other pupils in 
the Junior School to name the athletes who had given them 
inspiration during 2012. 

 

 
 

New Uniform at The Towers 
 

 

Mrs Bowerman, who was standing on the front steps to welcome back pupils 
after the long summer holiday, was most surprised to see Chloe's new hat. 
Chloe  Ellman-Baker  in  Year  8  had  decided  to  enter  the  summer  art 
competition ‘ordinary / extraordinary’ and   created this hat as her entry. 
Although it was very beautiful we decided not to adopt it as a new school hat! 



Building Works 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 (both staff and girls) were getting more and more excited as half term   approached with 
anticipation about moving into their new classrooms. Planning and building had taken rather longer 
than we had anticipated but the new rooms were so spacious and light that everyone agreed that it 
was worth the wait. The rooms have comfort cooling as well as clever lights that only come on when 
they sense movement so are very eco-friendly. The covered veranda which overlooks the Junior 
building enables the classes to be outdoors even if the weather is not so good. The cedar rooms 
have two toilets, one of which is equipped for the disabled; there are spacious cupboards and sinks 
to enable them to be used for science and art, as well as interactive whiteboards and plenty of 
display boards. This building really enhances our Junior facilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You can view a film of the demolition and build of the new classrooms by scanning the 
QR code or typing the following address in your web browser: 
http://www.towers.w-sussex.sch.uk/TheCedarRooms.aspx 

http://www.towers.w-sussex.sch.uk/TheCedarRooms.aspx


Once in a lifetime! 
 

Only  the  second  day  back 
and fifty  senior  girls  went out 
on their first trip of the term - 
to  watch  the  London  2012 

Paralympics. Everyone was 
extremely excited,  even 
though   they had   to   be   at 

school to meet up for a 5:45am start. The girls arrived armed 
with British flags and face paints, ready for a packed day of 
sport. In the morning, half of the girls went into the aquatics 
centre to watch the swimming, while the other half watched the 
athletics in the Olympic park. The girls saw many exciting finals 
and witnessed many inspiring athletes receive their medals, such 
as Oscar Pistorius and Sarah Storey. After lunch the girls had a 
park pass allowing them into several different Olympic venues, to 
watch  the  semi  finals  of  many  sports.  The  sports  on  offer 
included blind football, wheelchair tennis, goal ball and wheel 
chair rugby, also known as murder ball! All of the sports were 
really exciting to watch and showed the fantastic level of skill and 
determination the  athletes  had.   The  girls  even  bumped  into 
some of the athletes whilst walking around the Olympic park. 

 
 

What a team! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 7 visited the Hindleap Warren activity centre to develop their team work skills and enjoyed the 
opportunity to get to know each other a little better. They began the day with a reflection on the 
skills needed to work as a team, quickly followed by the Towers challenge - to build the tallest 
tower possible from newspaper in 15 minutes. 7A proved to be the budding architects and 
engineers, with two groups from the form constructing towers with only a 1cm height difference! 

 
After a quick break they ventured into the woods of Ashdown Forest with the instructors to take on 
a series of challenges designed to develop team work skills. The girls all enjoyed the challenges 
they were set and staff were delighted to see how their skills developed throughout the morning 
and early afternoon. The day ended with the team challenge which involved navigating to a series 
of varied team tasks. Everyone returned for the team challenge tired from their energetic pursuit of 
points  but  one  of  the  7  alpha  groups  was  delighted  to  win  the  final  task  of  the  day. 

 
Congratulations to all the 
Year 7 pupils for their 
fantastic  team  work  and  a 
big thank you to the school 
staff and instructors who 
supported  the  girls  during 
this long day 



Towers girls always like to look their best! 
 

Thirty-two year 10 pupils began their D of E 
expedition training on  Saturday with  a  sunny 
and warm 4.5 hour walk in the Adur valley. The 
girls were split into teams and worked together 
to develop their navigation skills, focusing on 
basic map reading and estimating distance and 
pace. All the girls worked hard, remaining 
positive    throughout    the    long    walk    and 
particularly enjoying their lunch on the river bank (despite the giant spiders)! In addition to the walk, 
the girls are already starting work on their Physical, Skill and Volunteering sections. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTA BBQ 
The weather was kind for the PTA barbecue and barn dance. The sun shone and the turn-out was 
excellent with many parents, children and friends enjoying an opportunity to have a dance, meet new 
parents and enjoy a glass of Pimms in the first and last of the summer sunshine! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Junior Leaders 
The juniors have elected their new 
House representatives: Howard: Harriet 
Thornton and Emilia Curtis; More: Kay 
Sheriden and Ella Heryett ; Clitherow: 
Isabella Hills and Ashleigh Millen; 
Campion: Ellie-Mae Phillips and 
Francesca Blondell. It was great to see 
that the choices included girls new to 
the school in September as well as 'old' 
girls and we were pleased with the 
contributions they made to the first 
meeting of the School Council for the 
new  academic  year.  We  are  certain 
that they will engender lots of house 
spirit for all the many activities 
throughout the year. 



European Day of Languages 
The Junior School celebrated diversity by taking part in the European Day for Languages. Children 
and staff dressed up in a costume from another country and there was a poster competition where 
children displayed their favourite foreign word or drew a picture of a national costume. In assembly, 
they found out where words like Ketchup came from and the answer was not America! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the Senior School the girls had an opportunity to celebrate the diversity of languages throughout 
the world and within our own school. During the morning assembly on this theme we heard some 
interesting facts about languages, including the fact that we have speakers of more than twenty- 
seven different languages in our midst. These Towers linguists then demonstrated their skills with 
a greeting in each language. Mrs Paull challenged everyone to try to learn to say something in a 
new language during the course of the day. Later on, a hotly contested competition took place to 
identify fifteen different languages and the winner was Aimee Thomas. At the same time a French 
pop-up café appeared in the dining room. Orders had to be placed in a language other than 
English and a large quantity of pains au chocolat and Orangina were consumed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eight Million Pounds 
This figure was the target that Macmillan were 
aiming for this year with their annual coffee 
mornings. Although the Year 6 girls were helped by 

the entire Junior School to bake cakes and then parents 
and Seniors came along to buy them they did not manage 
to raise the entire figure on their own. Nevertheless 
everyone was delighted with their £500 total. 



The new season begins 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first show of the new term went really well when our team claiming 5th place in the Novice 
Class at Hurstpierpoint College Interschool Show held at Hickstead Showground on Thursday 
27th  September. Fourteen schools from West Sussex took part and the competition was stiff. 
The team was made up of Annabelle Grimes, Hattie Shoosmith (riding her sister’s pony), Holly 
Frazier-Mills and Georgina Dunlavey (Captain). The Towers posted a team score of just four 
faults which placed the team fifth. The team did well particularly Holly who had a double clear 
but was just not quite fast enough to be placed in the individual competition. This was a superb 
start to the season. 

 
 

Youthgather 2012 
 

The name of the event implies a coming 
together of youth - unfortunately this year this 
proved to be quite a challenge for The Towers 
contingent! A  convoy of  a  minibus and  two 
cars set off on the first Sunday in October at 
9am en route to St Teresa’s Effingham. The 
minibus was in the lead, Sister Francis and her 
passengers in the middle with Mrs Baker in her 
car at the back. Things went well until they all 
arrived in Dorking but the one way system 
seemed to defeat the navigator, Mrs Edwards, 

and on the second time around Mrs Baker decided that she and her passenger, Sister Catherine, 
would fare better if they abandoned the rest and followed the SATNAV. A short time later they 
arrived at the school and then they waited and waited for the others to arrive. Apparently they only 
visited the same village four times! 
After a super Mass celebrated by our favourite Bishop – Kieran - and a group photo, the walk 
began. Unfortunately, at the lunch break four girls, Lindy, her dog (Max)  and Sister Patrick 
managed to become detached from the rest of the group and walked an additional two miles before 
the marshals located them and pointed them in the right direction. Some of the Towers girls were 
very sprightly and arrived back early so one girl decided that she wouldn’t wait for the rest of the 
party to arrive back but would phone her mother and ask her to come and collect her. Sadly, she 
chose to keep her departure to herself. This unexplained disappearance of one of the girls caused 

Mrs Green to develop her first grey hair. 
 

Still the event was all in a good cause and the 
funds raised (around £1000 from The Towers 
alone) will do much good in the world but I just 
wonder if Youthgather should be renamed as 

Youthmapskills? 



Art at The Towers 
 

During the year there have been a number of successes with various girls in the art department. 
Last Summer Helena Dunlavey was given an Arts Scholarship to Lancing College and this 
summer Saskia Solomon has joined her at Lancing College where her art is amongst the best in 
her peer group. 
Throughout the year the Senior Art club produced not only some amazing Christmas figures for 
display in the hall but also a fabulous display to celebrate the Olympics. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the London South Summer Art Competition both Hannah Watts and Lucy Emmanuel had their 
entries declared as winners. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was lovely that as soon as the art moderator had finished looking at the super Art and Design 
work for this year’s GCSE entry, parents and friends were able to come along to a ‘private view’. 
This was a lovely event and well-attended. We were able to celebrate the progress, hard work 
and individualism of our artists and the work is abled be to be viewed via the school internet 
website link: http://www.towers.w-sussex.sch.uk/AcademicArtandDesign.aspx 
During the summer term the Art department were busy with a competition ‘My Favourite Toy’ to 
help to raise funds for the Worthing Museum toy collection. It was a great success and the work 
from the winners was display at the Worthing Art Gallery and Museum whilst many of the other 
entries were displayed around the school. Winners were Anna Sayers (Year 1), Olivia Gardner- 
Stanbridge (Year 6), Aine Gradisher. Caity Scott-Brown (Year 7), Izzy Jeremy, Lucy Emmanuel 
(Year 8), Katy MacDiarmaid-Gordon, Yan Yan Leow (Year 9), Gabrielle Morris, Hannah Watts 
and Ella Morrice (Year 10). The entries all helped to raise funds to help to re-house the museum’s 
toy collection. All of the Competition entries are on view via this link: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vtj5KZjiUn8 or scan the QR code below. 

http://www.towers.w-sussex.sch.uk/AcademicArtandDesign.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vtj5KZjiUn8


 

Each summer holiday a competition is run based on the title for the GCSE 
which was ordinary / extraordinary. When the results were decided Chloe’s 
hat was a winning entry along with DVDs from Holly Taswell and Georgia 
Saunders in the Seniors, with Tori Fitzpatrick and Matilda Hodgkinson being 
the Junior winners. Other Senior winners included Lucy Emmanuel, Erica 
Nutbrown, Rebecca Loveless and Leanne Shapland. 

 

Year 10 GCSE Art  pupils 
visited The Cass Sculpture 
Foundation at Goodwood in 
October. They looked at the 
large  sculptures  in  the 
woods of the Cass 
Foundation.     It     was     a 
beautifully sunny day and the girls were able to sit 
and sketch as well as take photos to add to their 
portfolios of work. On their return the girls created 
their own piece of public sculpture drawing 
inspiration  from  the  trip,  and  other  artists,  and 
made maquettes of their designs. 

 

 

Our very own song 
 

The theme chosen by Year 11 girls for the Christmas term 2012 was 
'Swifter, Higher, Stronger' so imagine our delight when Maisey in Year 8 
announced that her father Matt Redman had written a song especially for 
our theme and that he would come in and teach it to us. There was great 
excitement as he did a few warm up songs including the Jessie J song 
'price tag' before he taught the Senior girls to sing his song. They sang with 
great gusto   accompanied by Matt on his guitar and Johnny playing the 
keyboard. An uplifting start to our day. 

 

 
 

Visit to St Mary’s 
Year 4 visited St Mary’s House in Bramber to understand a little 
more about Tudor houses as part of their history topic. They were 
fortunate enough to be shown around by one of the  owners of St 
Mary’s, Mr Linton. There was so much to see inside, including a 
secret doorway hidden behind a bookcase, and a ‘fossil tree’ out in 
the garden On the staircase there is still a blue mark where Dr. 
Who’s ‘Tardis’ bumped it during filming of an episode some years 
ago. The pupils are so lucky to have such an interesting place to 
visit just a few minutes walk away from school. 

 
 

Was that a siren? 
In the last week before the Christmas half-term Year 6 
went to Newhaven Fort to experience how people lived 
during WW2. They researched facts about the home 
front and sat in an air raid shelter while bombs were fall- 
ing overhead! 

 



Hitting the high note! 
 

‘The Sound of Music’ – As always the Senior musical play 
was a triumph in terms of acting and musicality but this was 
even more amazing as Mrs Sparkes and Mrs Gray had 
prepared the girls in half the time they normally take due to 
the impending arrival of baby Gray number 2! Ella Turner’s 
choreography was fresh and precise. The rest of the cast 
said that she was a hard task-master but it was worth the 
hard work. The main roles of Mother Abbess (Yun Jin Park), 
Maria (Georgia Brown) and the Captain (Izzy Fitzgibbon) 
were very well cast as their voices and acting were superb. 
Olly Francis as Max and Chiara Powell as Frau Shreider 
showed great comic timing. Leisel (Ella Turner) and Rolf 
(Ella Morrice) also gave great performances. In fact it would 
be possible to go on and on – it was simply a real success 
and it was super that Anouska Eaton who played Maria in 

2003, which was my first school 
musical at The Towers, was able to 
come along to watch the Sunday 
matinee. Special mention is 
deserved for Tali Humphrey and 
Florence Chapman whose 
instrumental skills lifted the music to 
a new high. 

 
 
 
 
 

You can view a slideshow of all the 
performers  by  scanning  the  QR 
code  or  typing  the  following  into 
your web browser: 

http://www.towers.w-sussex.sch.uk/PageFiles/News%20pages/TheSoundOfMusic2012.aspx 
 
 

Please do not arrest me officer! 
 

The last and most exciting visit in this edition of Towers 
News has to have been the arrival of a Metropolitan police 
van for Nursery, Reception and Year 1 to climb into (not to 
be arrested!) to sound the siren, use the public address 
tannoy and try on various oversized items of uniform! 

 
 

 

Green Day 
 

Senior  girls  at  The  Towers  decided  that  they 
would like to have a day when they would swap 
their bright red uniform in order to  dress in green, 
dye their hair green and paint their nails green. 
Miss Miles, Head of PE, decided that she would 
invest in a new pair of trainers for the day with 
bright  green  laces  and  luminous  green  soles. 
Over £220 was raised to be shared between St 
Barnabas  Hospice  and  our  own  Eco-Schools 
fund. 

http://www.towers.w-sussex.sch.uk/PageFiles/News%20pages/TheSoundOfMusic2012.aspx


Farewells 
Throughout the year we have been forced to say farewell to a number of parents and friends  who 
have long associations with The Towers. 

 
The first of these came in February when Mrs Terry Burrelli (06/04/1965 
to 10/02/2012) lost her long battle with cancer – the whole community was 
stunned as the girls and staff had done so much to support her through 
her illness. Quite simply Terry Burelli was a mother to be proud of – the 
sort of mother who you just had to respect, who would fight her daughter’s 
corner when she thought that we weren’t getting it quite right but who al- 
ways said ‘thank you’ when we were! 
She was brave enough to phone up and tell me that the cancer had 
spread to her brain and that it was terminal but Lauren wasn’t to know as 
it might affect her GCSE results. 
She fought with such determination to make sure that she saw Darcey 
start at The Towers and almost made it through to Lauren’s A Levels. 
Finally she was the sort of person who, when facing  surgery on her brain, was out in Marks and 
Spencer in Shoreham shopping for trousers for two boys in her Year group – Year 7 who were being 
teased because their own trousers were too short and their own mothers couldn’t afford to buy new 
ones. 
Heaven has gained the most amazing person and I know that I speak for everyone when I say that I 
feel fortunate to have known her. Sister Mary Andrew added at Terry’s school service “it suddenly 
occurred to me that in her short life Lauren’s mother had packed more kindness and goodness and 
selflessness and caring and courage than most of us ordinary humans ever achieve. With these 
virtues and after her courageous battle with this dreadful disease Terry was ready to go to God.” 

 
Then soon afterwards we were filled with disbelief when we heard that Nic 
Packwood (01/09/56 to 31/03/12), husband of Andrea (our lovely school 
receptionist) and father of Holli (2008 leaver) had died suddenly whilst on 
holiday in Egypt. Nic was well known to many of The Towers Community 
and he and Andrea were in the final two days of a holiday in Egypt when 
the tragedy occurred. Nic was an experienced scuba diver and died after 
feeling unwell whilst diving in the Red Sea on Saturday March 31st. Nic had 
been on many of the school ski trips in the past as a parent and helper and 
had just agreed to join the Governing Body at The Towers as our finance 
expert when Malcolm Bennett retired. Nic was a larger than life character 
and is hugely missed. 

 

 
 
 

The summer holidays brought further tragedies with the deaths of a number of ex-pupils: 
 
Theresa ‘Carrington’ who died on 23rd July 2012. Theresa was a loyal past-pupil of Walpole Lodge; 
Joanne  ‘Baxter’  who   died   a   few   weeks  ago   in   America,  leaving  a   little   boy   of   three; 
Carolyn ‘Knight’ who died a few months ago and was Head Girl of The Towers in the early 1960’s. 

 

 
 

Then we were horrified to discover that Rachel Goodchild (12/09/1977 to 
24/07/2012) not only an ex-pupil but also an ex-member of staff was dead. 
She had been a wonderful teacher in our Junior school before going to 
teach in Thailand; her funeral took place Friday 3rd August at 12 noon in 
The Towers Chapel and, once all the children were back at school, an 
uplifting service to celebrate her life was conducted by Father Tony. Rachel 
was a wonderful and inspirational teacher, ebullient, vibrant, a joyful friend 
and colleague with a heart of gold; a true Olympiad in every sense of the 
word. She will be greatly missed. 



Sadly  the  Christmas  term  started  with  another 
death - that of Shep who died on the night of 9th 
September. Shep developed an illness which took 
away his sense of balance and was obviously 
causing  him  great  distress.  He  could  no  longer 
walk.  Sr.M.Patrick and  Sr.Breda  spent  the  night 
with him and the following day the vet came to 
relieve his suffering. 

 
Shep came to the Towers in January 2000, a wild 
rescue  dog,  bringing  chaos  with  him,  becoming 
responsible either directly or indirectly for broken shoulders, a broken ankle, crooked teeth, torn 
garments and cushions, and various occasions of “heart failure” when he disappeared on walks, 
running across the by-pass and stopping traffic, or sitting waiting at the roundabout whilst Sister 
Frances scoured the hills for him! But he grew into a loving and loyal companion, devoted to the 
Sisters and pupils, rarely missing prayers—in fact a true “Sacramentine” dog. As one friend said, 
“..by his very presence he brought so much comfort to so many at The Towers.” Despite his 
“prayerfulness”, however, he was a terrible thief: slices of meat, omelette, spaghetti, disappeared 
with no trace, if left within his reach, to say nothing of seven mince pies one Christmas—all was fair 
gain! 
Shep would have been fourteen years old in October, about 95 in ‘doggy’ years. He had done so 
well. Steve, Jason and Barry buried Shep at the foot of the flag-pole on the Sisters’ lawn, where 
Ben, our previous little dog, was laid to rest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you, Shep, for your great friendship and devotion, for your steadfast faithfulness, and your 
fierce protection,  for your unconditional love, for the many joys that you gave us, for bringing a 
smile to our lips each morning. You have left an enormous emptiness and a painful ache in our 
hearts, and you will never be forgotten. (SMA) 

 
Sadly we were to hear of more deaths before the term was half over. Those of David, husband of 
our speech and drama teacher, Rosie Drew and father to ten year-old Ben and of Tim Sinclair, 
Headmaster of Sompting Abbotts School who also left behind a wife and young children, Both men 
were in their forties and we hope that they will enjoy the peace and happiness of the risen Christ. 
Please pray for them and their families. 

 
 
 

Leavers and Starters 
 

 

Staff who have come and gone during the year include - 

Leavers: Mrs Price, Mrs Baldwin, Mrs Alton, Mrs L Carter 

Starters:  Mrs T Atkinson (Left) Mrs J Doughty (Middle) 
Miss N Hoare (Right) 



A BIG THANKYOU to the  PTA 
for the following purchases between September 2011- October 2012: 

Junior School: Portable Cooker, Eco Style Dolls House, Tricycle, ‘Ask Oscar’ Database 
Senior School: Bean bags, Library Books, Digital mapping software, Drawing software, 

Projector for the Art Department, ‘Booked up’  - book & book marker for each Yr 7 pupil 
Visit from Sports Coach – to educate pupils about Para Olympics & overcoming disabilities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you to many contributions from various staff and pupils. Thank you to all of you who 
have contributed photos in particular Anna Skepper, Guy Standen and Vivienne Wales. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS 
2nd February  2013 

JUNIOR OPEN MORNING FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 
13th February 2013 

PAST PUPILS AND STAFF REUNION 
30th June 2013 

OPEN MORNING FOR PROSPECTIVE  PARENTS 
13th November 2013 
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